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An Advertiſement to the 


READERS: 


T is ab(clutely neceſſary you ſhould take notice, That the following 
Papers were more than prepared for the Preſs ſeveral Years ago; 
But the high Church-men to their, other rigorous Vſages, bad 
added that of Stopping our Mouths ; and zothing was rechon?d 
a greater Crime in a Diſſenter, than his Endeaveurs ( how ma- 

deftly ſoever )- to Remonſtrate that he was [nnocent, and their Proſe- 

cations ag aint him no leſs unreaſonable than violent. 
Of this Mr. De Laun's Caſe mas a terrifying Inſtance, who, only 


for writing a Sober and very refpeive Anſwer, unto. a Doitor of the 


Church of England's importunate. Challenge to. all Diſſenters, ts 
come forth and ſhew why they did not Conform, was clapt up in News 
gate, Fined far beyond: his Ability, and could. obtain no Diſcharge 
from bis tedjous Impriſonment, untill the Soveraign Lord Chief Fuſtice 
of Heaven and Earth was pleaſed to remove him into a better World, 

Thus they firſf Gaggd us,. and then Triumpht and Reproach'd us, 
T bat we were Syullen, and would not ſpeak,. or had nothing to fay 
for our ſelves; Whereas indeed it was matter enough for a Second le- 
verer Laſh, if we did but humbly whiſper , That we knew net wheregn 
Te had offended, ſo as jitftly to deſerve the firſt.” Nay, ſometimes the 
We ſpoke not 4 word, we were cruelly Scourged, ( as the fierce Mon- 
ſicur did kis Boy ) meerly for Tinking, 

'Tis no wonder, if ſuch a diſmal Scene of Afairs, ſcar*d theſe 
modeſt Papers from appearing abroad, during its Continuance ; and 
oblig*d them ts taks Shelter in 4 private Receſs, where they bad lain bu» 
ried by Oblivien, if an Amſpicious Ray, tad not lately invites. them 
izto the publique Licht, 

For as Marriners that have happily eſcaped Shipwrack,, take ſome 
pleaſure when arrivd on the ſafe Shore, to look, on: the ſtill-threatning 
Ocean ;, and recount beth the Dangers they were in, and nhat means 
they made y of to avoid the fury of the Storm: So, ſince it has plea- 
ſea God in his wonderf,ad Providence to Inſpire our preſent Soveraign 
With milder thoughts, and that He has graciouſly vouchſaf 'd to nk 
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To the ReadfFrs. 


eff all Conſctence-ſhackles, by aſſerting that Generous Chriſtian Priy: 
czple, That none onght to be forced in matters of meer Religion ; 
1 thought the publiſhing of this well perin'4 D:ſcourſe might not yet be 
akog erher unuſeful , ſinct"it bath gives an Account of fome of thoſe 
Reaſons why many ſober Perſons wagld not Conform to the Chich of 
Englands Eft abliſhment ; -' And of the heavy Preſſures they then ſuf+ 
fer*d on that ſcore. As alſo of the fair Qvertures and peaceable Re. 
ſolutions they faithfully made in that aay of their Diſtreſs. And how 
little all this was regarded by thoſe, who. in ſpite of Chriſtianity, Reau 
ſon, and the moſt ſubmiſſive Applications, would ftill proceed in a yu;- 
nous Courſe of Deſtroying ( as far as in them lay ) all, whoſe Conſci- 
ences conld not comply with what they'thought fit to lrapole. 

IVho the Author was or 35,” 1 have not been able to Diſcover, but 
the Work it felf ſpeaks himto be both a Miſter of Style, and of a 
Judicious Piety ; On whoſe behalf 1 thontht it neceſſary to premiſe 
thus much ;, That, underftanding for what Seaſon the Book, was Calcu- 
lated, you may tde better Excuſe diverſe Expreſſions — to thoſe 
Times, which may not ſeem ſo proper for this Juniture, wherein tis 
made publique : And withal, to intreat your Pardon for the nume- 
rous ( and ſometimes groſs ) Errata's of the Preſs, which the dif- 
ficulty of an unkmow Hind, and other Accidents, rendred almoſt un- 
avoidable. 

T hat there may never be any more Ground for ſuch Complaints and 


'Expoſtulations ;' That thoſe who occaſion'd them, may reptnt of their 


Unchriſtian Praftiſes therein; And that thoſe that made them, may 


, by their holy peaceable” Converſations, Improve ard perpetxate the 


unexpected Bleſſings, they 'at preſent Eryoy;z is 4 Prayer, wherein 
no Serious well- diſpoſed Chriſtian, can refuſe to joyn, with 


Your Fticnd 
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PRECES & LACHRYME. 


"The Introduction. 


"WW". EN the Servants and Diſciples of the Son of God, 


. were Slandered , Reproached and Perſecuted by the 
Jews and Heathens, iu the firſt Age of Chriſtianity, 
they thought it a Duty owing to Themſelves , their Religion” and 
the Holy God that was the Author of it, to wipe off thoſe Slah- 
ders. aud Imputations, and to maintain and defend their lnnocen- 
cy againſt 'the Tnjuſtice and Cruelty of their Perſecutors. Sz. Paul 
wvindicates himſelf, ſundry times from the Calumnies and Slanders 
of the Jews, as is evident in the AQts of the Apoſttes, and ſeveral 
Apologetical : Diſcourſes, may be read in his Epiſtles, as alſo in 
thoſe of St. Peter. The Apologies that were written by Juſtin 
Martyr, Tertullian, and Athenagoras on the behalf of Chriſti- 
ans, are ſtill Extant, known and read by learned Men : Of the ſame 
| Nature are Cyprian to Demetrianus, Auguſtin de Civitate dei. 
Arnobius contra Gentes. | | 
2. We do not remember that we have either heard 6r read that 
they were denied the Liberty of Complaining, or aſſerting their 
Innocency , ayd the barbarous Injuſtice, of their Perſecutors. 
Thoſe that Proſecuted them were Perſons ſufficiently Inhumane, 'yet 
they.never forbad, or puniſhed them, for avowing their own Integ- 
rity, or groaning under the Rods, wherewith they made them bleed. 
Twas never Penal to be Senſible of their infelicities, nor to \f- 
firm themſclves Upright, when they were Treated as Tranſgtel- 
lors, q , 
2. Tis nit our purpoſe to affirm our Sufferings, equal with thoſe 
of the Primitive Chriſtians, or that we have the ſawe Reaſons of 
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Complaint. We do reaetily acknowledg , that our Calamities are 
as much Inſerjour to theirs, as are our Piety and our Virtues ; aud 


| the compariſon as Unequal on the one part as the other. But though 


theſe be not Equally great, with theſe of thoſe Eminent and very 
Holy Perſons: we think them ſevere enough to juſtifie a Complaint 


and unreaſonable enough to allow an Accuſation. 
. That our State and Conditity is Calamitouscawt be denied. 


Almoſt all the Cities, Towns and Villages , 7» England with wit- 


neſs can affiirm it ; All the Prifons, Courts and Tribunals i» the 
Land will. give their Suttrage zo it ; and they muſt live in great 

7 Retirement, that th, zot {ufhiciently underſtand it , 
from their own knowledg and obſervation. 

5- All manner of evil Things, are reported concerning us, and 
there 1s almojt nothing 1m pious ard Iniamous, which is not laid to 
aur Charge. The many Books aud Pamphlets that are written ; 
the many Sermons that are preached, before Judges, Magiſtrates, 
and Perſons in Authority and Ofice; the daily Libels that the Preſs 
doth Spawn, on purpoſe to defame, and make us an abhorrence, are 
fſach evidence of it, as cannot te gaineſaid. | 

6. Our Caſe being ſch, we wil! take the liberty that was permit- 
ted to the Chriſtians of 0/4; and hope we may do it with Impunity, 
we will preſume that we may have Licence, to groan under our bur- 
dens, and expreſs the ſenſe we have, of the weight and uneaſie- 
nels of them ; we can't but feell the Severities that are excerciſed 
townrds us , nor can we be witheut ſome Reſentments of thoſe Hhor- 
rid ad miſchievious Imputations, that with impudence, and face 
of Braſs, are?ſaid to our Prejudice, and diſadvantage. We will 


therefore, complaine of the Imapoſitions and Burdens, that lye up- 


on us; we will Expoltulate with our Periecutors; we will in moſt 
Humble and Proſirate warner make our Supplications before them; 
and laſtly avow our Innocency, and purpoſes of Perſeverance there- 
in, aud this we intcad to do, wery briefly, and with a becoming 
Modejly, Freedom ard Candour. 
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CHARE.:! 
The DISSENTERS Complaints. 


(10 ſieak at fir once for all, Take notice that I charge not every Church 
of England man with Malignazicy, or ſuch a Spirit of Perſecution, nor 
' that 1 go atout to vindicate every ſingle Diſſenter.) 


S-6þ CR L 
I, Ti Terms of Commnnioympoſed upon our Miniſtcrsand 


required ofus, arc of neceſſary nature, uncertain trath,and 

though true, yet z»poſible robe ſubmitted tp, by many, 

with under/*anding and judgment. Thoſe among us that arc 
Clergy-Men, are obliged in all publick holy Offices and Adminiftrations,to 
wear the Sarplice,Baptiz2 with Godfathers, an1 the Sig of the Croſs give 
the Sacrament Areeling,and deny it to all juch as refuſe ro reccive it in 
that Ge!ture. But what necethry isthere ot theſe things? Were they 
inapoſed by eſis Chrit or his Ajoties? Nid St. Paul wear a Surplicc, os 
St. Peter Baptiſe with the Sign of the Crols.,_ Are thele things x vx 
ro Chriſtian Religion 2 Cannor the Churches of God in tlys Nation , 
yea, cannorthe Church of Erg/and fabfiſt without the ule and prattice 
of them? If any man think fo, ler him enjoy his Opinion , we are 
not like to be his Converts. There -were Churches in being before 
chele things were known orobſeryed,and we are ofthe mind there may 
be again whenthe uſe and memory of them may fail upon Earth. 
2. The Miniſter that Conforms,is bound to affirm it certain by God's 
Word, "That Children dying after Baptiſm, betore the Commillion of 


[A4tual Sin, are certainly ſwed. Now that ſome Children ſo dying 


arc certainly ſaved, wedohearny believe. We think, that the Pro- 
b7i/e is madc to Believers and their Seed ; and that the Children of Re- 
lieving Parents that dye before attual {in are faved. Bur whether the 
Childrea of Athei?;, Pufifts, Infidels and Heathens that are Baptiſed, 
and cxpire before a#ua/ Tranſgreſims, ate immediately advanced in- 
fo the Kingdo,n and Preſence of God, aud Converſation of the B/o[ſed, 
sa thing of which weate not certain, nor can we find any Proof of. 
t inthe Goſpel. In the m-an time we do not pretend to con:!emn 
vr jadg concerning them. We leavethem troGod who is their Jedgand 
[Ideal righteonflyby them, and all £5: Worldbclir'es, 

- 7. This 


£7, 
(2) 
2. That all the Heathens are damned, is Virtually aſſerted in th 
Thirty Nine Articles, (which all that are admitted to miniſter in hol: 
things muſt ſubſcribe) bur of this we are not very ſure, and we thin! 
that we have read that Fufin Marty and ſome others of the Fathers 
wereof -other appreheni1ons in that Caſe: And there are ſome in thi 
Age, as well as in thoſe- which have preceded, that have.entertainec 
ſome hopes of the Salvation of (ome of them. Mr. Humrey hath (ai 
many things with. great conſideration and judgment in tayour of tha 
Opinion, in his jeaceable Diſquiſitions. And we do avow to all the 
World, that we do bclicve, that no man can be ſure of their uniyerſa 
D:mnation ; and that to ougappehention *tis more likely, that Anto: 
ninus, Epicutetus, Plato, Plotinus, and many others are in Heaven, thar 
many of rhoſe that have been reputed Saints, and placed among the 
Blefled there... Not that any are faved without a Saviour, or ſanfi- 
fied withouy the Influences of the Holy Ghej#. We do firmly be- 
lieve, thatthere is 79 Name under Heaven given unto Men whereby they 
may be ſaved, but the Name of Jeſus of Nazareth; but as there are ma- 
ny perſons that do receive gifts of .mercy, kindneſs and benevolence 
from unknown hands, ſo we humbly conceive the Heathens may re- 
ccive pardon of fin-from an ankzwn Saviour, and a holy and rege 
nerate Nature from an unknown holy Spirit. | | 
4. That the Church hath power to appoint Ceremonies, is allo affir 
med inthe Articles thercof, but we [ce nothing that proves the indefinite 
fruch of thar Propoſition, It 'by Ceremonies are mcant. the neceſſa 
ry circumſtancesof attion, andasare by conſequence, and inyolutio 
commanded in, and with thoſe-aCtions and dutics wherewithal-the 
are involyed we do eaſily grant it. But it, chereby you mcan Rirt 
that arc exhibitive of Grace, yea,, or-fignifications of Duty, we m 
demur a little, .for we think Chriſt Jeſusthe Law-giver of his Churc 
and rhar he hath given Laws enough tor its'Con/titution and Admini 
fration. Beſides we deftreto know of what Extent this Power of th 
Church is, and whar are the/Limits of :it: If ir hath no Limits, theq 
it may introduce a Yokg pon Chriſtians, much morc iniupportab} 
thari what was laid upon the Jews ; and yer that was ſuch, (tne ApollI]: 
affirms) as neither they nor their Fathers were able to bear, As 15. If 
hath any bounds, we would fain underſtand who hath' fixed, or w! 
muſtderermine them. If itbe ſaid thar-God hath ſer, and. eſtablif}1 
ed them in his Word we do willingly aftent unto ir, and add rarthe? 
that by the prrfeilion and ſufficiency of his Laws, we think he harh-d(C 
rererineditto a Point, for to what purpoic areed/eſs and :ſeleſs Pow(|? 
and ſuch i: muſt be it Chrilt's Law be periect)'(hould be granted - rf « 
; HY 


Wa! 
- Church, we can not underſtand, If it be faid that the Church it lelf 
L muſt fix the bounds of its Power, 'tis muchthe ſame asiif ir were utterly 
without any. For 'risto be fuppoſed that they will affirm,that how nu- 
merous ſocyer their Ceremonous Impolitions be they go not beyond 
'0 their power, aud ſo farewel all Chriſtian. Liberty. Chriſt Jeſus hack 
4 only purchaſed an Exchange, but no Fo_—_ from a Toke of 1 Bor:- 
dage.. And truly we think the Exchanges to our projudes, for *cis 
more eligible to bear the burcheh and impoſitionsthat awiſe and righ- 
11] f£0us God doth lay upon us, than thoſe thatare laid upon us by foo/iſ 
3.| and ſometimes imperzous and wicked men. 
nl $yI faid in the beginning of- the Athanaian Creed, that whoſoever 
\o| Yill be ſaved muſt believe the Cathofick Faith, and that whoſoever doth 
| not keep it whole and wndefiled, without dawbt fhall-periſh everlaſtingh» : 
-.| and in theconcluſion 'ris determined;thart if a man dottinotfairhtully 
believe the Doftrine thereot he carinot be ſaved. 'Whic  Dofttioe, ws 
1 alſo the damnatory Sentences affixed unto it muſt be ſubſcribed by all 
that will ſerve Godinthe Work Fong Goſpel withthe licence 
«| and favour of Authority. We do very vehemently affertthe Deity of 
| Our Saviour; and-that he 'is both God and:Man in. one Peebn; and 
| that one inthree, and andthree in one is of the Efſenecal Chriſtianity. 
But whether all thar do not believe itin the-ſerfſe and explication of 
| Athanaſiw are certainly damned, ſeems to us very uncertain, and we 
are unwilling toavowthe truth of ir, leſt we ſhould condema the Ge- 
neration of the Juſt. We do believe that many thouſands of Chri- 
ſtians were ſaved before that Creed was known in the World; and we 
do-not doubt but many might and would be faved though it ſtould pe- 
riſh from amo:1g Men. We think it ſufficient that the Po&rine of 
-h| the Trinity, and Union of the Divine and Humane Natures in the Per- 
2;| jon of our Lord Jeſus, be believed in thoſe general and indefinite Terms 
{| under which tis exprefled in the Hof Script and that whoſoever 
oj belieyes it {0 (wppoling him otherwiſe qualified for it) will certainly 
1,}| be fayed; tougy he ſhould notunderſtand (as few ptain Chiſtians' do) 
1] norbelieve the Explanations of Athanaſins. 

"6. Whether the Explanatory Dofrine of the Creed called by his 
| Name (though written ſome Ages ſince his Death, as is thought by 
:-4 ſome learned Men) be punttually true wewill nor affirm, butthiswe 
el Will fay, that i: it betrue, *ris impothible that many, it not moſt, that 
41 do ſubſcribe and avow the truthot it, ſhould do it with underſtanding 
yl and conviftion of judgment, and conſcience. The Dodtrine of the 


tf Trinity and Pcrſonal Union, according as *cis there delivered, is Mat- 
qr{ter of ſuch abſtrule ſpeculatons, and Miniſters matter for ſo many o&-. =. 


gettions, 


(4) | 
jeflions, not cafily to be anſwered, that we think it a migi:ty difficulty, 
tor any man/with Judgment and Satisfaction of mind, to fubſcribe-g0 
ic, and impoſitble tor thoſe many unltudicd Noviccs that take Holy 
Orders, and cnter into the Church. They have ncither Parts nor 
Patience nor prepatory Leaining and K 10wledge |, for rhe contempla+ 
tion of ſo ſublime a Theoryz and there is no man that hath, with 
any (eriouſnels., applicd hunſclt ro fuch Med:tations (we think) that 
will nor calily conceive it. . | 
7 *Tis faidin the Book of Ordination, that by reading ol Authors 
and Writers of the Church, *tis evident that there have been,” even from 
the daies of the Aj oftles, three Orders in the Church, viz. Bit ops, Prieſts 
and Deacons. Whether this Doftrine be trae is not the bulinels of thele 
Papers co determine; bur we will be {o told asto affirm that we think 
It icarcely poſſible , 'that.mo# of tholc that do. acknowledg the truth 
of ir, ſhould do it with judgment and feddy aſſurance of mind. There 
are men of good Learning, Reading, Age, and Con 'deration, that have 
profelled great uncertainty and irreſokution in the poiut. When they 
read what Ferome ſaics 1n his Commentanics on 7:tus, and in his E- 
pile toFvagrins., and: other places of his Writings, they arc rcady 
ro embracc' a Presbyterian parity , and acknowledg no Pre/ation bc- 
tween Bijkops and Priefs,” but what is cither' by conſent or humane 
Laws and Conſtitutions. \hen they read other paſſages in that ſame 
Author , wherein he ſeems to contraditt himlelt , they are inclined 
to 'acknowledge- a prezatical Ejifropacy. When they read the Fpi- 
Hesof: Ignatmns andiCyprian, they cannot deny a'Prelacy : but = 
ther. it be a Prefacy in-one and the ſame particular Church, ot in and 
over the Presbyters of many Churches; and whether it be a Divine or 
Humane Appointmentghey are not very much atlured. And it thoſe 
that have read and. con*dered the point, cannot fatishe their minds, 
or come to a determination about it, how 1s it pojhble that ſich 
as never read , or thoight almoſt any: thing-on that Swbjett (and fuch 
are moſt that enter the Sacred Offce) can with Judgment and comutti- 
en of Conſcience , ſubſcribe the truth of it, 
 -8. We have not here ſer down all thoſe things that we think un- 
neceſſary, uncertain, 'and impoſſivle ro be conſented to, with a ſatis- 
fied underftanding, inthe terms of Communion, required by this Church, 
for then we muſk have written a Volume , whereas we intend only 
a few ſtreets. We have propoſed ſome very few Exam les , from a- 
mone't the many that migtt have becn produced, bad it conliſted 
-with ourde/gnedbreviry. Whoever ſhall apply himtcifto the Confidera- 
tionof them,will calily obſcryc manyothers of like kind. - B46 of 


(s) 
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1. T HE Forms of Swlſcription and F emmciation that arc requi- 

red of us, arc expreſed in words tco boll, indefinite, 'jeremp- 
tory, and dogmatical, By the Six and Thirtieth Canon, all that are 
admitted. to the Sacred Office are obliged willingly and ex anime to 
{ubſcribe, That the Book of Common Prayer, and of ordering Biſhops, 
Priets and Deacons, contain nothing contrary to the word of God ; and 
that they allow and acknowtedg the Book of Articlos, being in number 
29, to be agreeable to the Word of God. Betwixt 1 ruth agd Fal- 
{hood there is no medium, that we know or underſtand. What "is 
not contrary to the Word of God is of equal truth with it. Whar 
is agrecable thercunto, is as indiſputable as the inipired Volumes. 
And what is this we pray, but to advance the Opinions and Deter- 
minations, the Books and Wricings of folid men, to an equality 
of truth, with thoſc that were written by the Inſpiration and dire- 
&tion of the Holy Gholt. 

2. We do profeſs, that we do not ſee, how Subſcription can be 
made to any I ranflation of the Holy Scriptures in that Form of 
Words ; tor that there is nothing in any, eyen in the beit Tranſlati- 
ons, contrary to the Original 1 exr, or that all things in any one of 
them arc agreeable thereunto, is we think a very bold and daring 
Aſlertion: Yea, we will add thus much farther, that we know not 
how any man can affirm concerning the Original it ſelf, that it con- 
tains nothing contrary to what was written by the znſp:red Authors. 
That the Greekand Hebrew Copies have received no > hon or varia- 
tions, is we think impoſſible to be proved ;- and thoſe that ſhall com- 
parethe moſt Ancient I ranfJationswith the preſent Original Copies, 
will find, that it they had not read otherwiſe than nw we do, it 
were impofele they ſhould have Tranſlited as they did. For proof 
ofthis, we mult reter the Reader to Lydovicus Cappelegrs his Critica, 
and Father Simon on that Subj:&t, whoſe Book is lately Tranſlated 
into the Erg/th T ongue. In the mean while, we intend not to di- 
fparage or invalidate the Authority of the Original Texr. Wedo 
with vcry-ercat aſſurance affirm, that the variations tharmay have 
happened therein, arc not meterial, and thatthe Faith and manners, 
the hope and [vation of men, can ſuffer no prejudice, nor tun no 
hazzards thereby. | 

B *  SHEL 
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I. E are.not pcrmittcd to make explications, nor to declare 

| our ſenſe of the Subſcriptions, Declarations, and Oaths 
that are impoſed upon us. They are formed in Ambiguans 
Words, and ſuch as are capable of ſundry acceptations, but in 
which of them we wnder/and, and could take, and ſubmitunto them, 
we are not allowed to ſay. F hey muſt be ſwallowed inthe lump, 
without any chewing. INNolſcnle of ſavour may be put upon them, 
tough {enſe be* ſufficient ro ſearch the Government, = agrecable 
to the Laws of the Land 

2. That the Conformable Gentry and Clergy (we mean ſuch as 
arc men-of conſcience and confideration) do put a favourable ſenſe 
and interpretation upon them, we are ſufficiently affured by their 
Books, and the Converſation we have with ſome of them. Ang ſo 
favourable, candid and engenuous, is the ſenſe they giveof them, that 
might wc be permittedto declare it, we/our ſelves, at leaſt very ma- 
ny of us, could fubmit unto them z but rhis is a fozoxr that is not 
allowed us, *cis an indulgence that hath not been granted us, nor for 
ou ght that we can perceive, is liketo be. | \ 

3. Werewcſatisfed that we might takethe required Subſcriftionp, 
Declarations and Oaths in our own i{cnic, without declaring ouxAx- 
plication; we might long ſince many of ushave been Corformits, or 
might be ſuddcaly ſo, bur that is a thing in which we cannot be aſ- 
ſured. If ſuch a Liberty be taken we think the Impoſition, and re- 
quiring of them will be of little ſe, or ſignification, becaule it is no 
great difhculty by Interpretations, and mollifying ex; oſitions in our 
minds, to cnervatc the force, and void the obligation of all the Oaths 
and Subſcriztions in the World. 

. Weknow, thatthcre isa mean betwixt a 7 igorous, ſtrittt, ſevere, 

FS | a /ooſe, vagons and licentions Intrepre tation ; but we do alſo know 
that *cis no en manner to find it; and that all men that may be 
concerned in lach things, arc not skilled in ſplitting hairs, or divi- 
ding Attonis, that perſons of tender and ſcrupulous Conſeiences, will 
be cverlaſtingly zcalous leſt they ſhould poiſe the Golden Mean, and 
embracethe ſe and vagous ſenie and cxpolition. 
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3. If this ſcrupytoſity of Conſcience be a Fault, tis ſuch as very 
good men are liable unto, and know not how to femedy it. To be 
afraid of ſin, is ( we are ſure ) a very commendable quality, and wor- 
thy of encouragement and praiſe. If any be ſuper#?itiouſly timorous,and 
fear where no fear is, we think them worthy of pry and :ndalgence, 
and that in Impoſitions, Oaths and Subſcriptions, it ought to be re« 
membred, thar there are, and eyer will be ſuch men in the World; 
and therefore that ſuch things be never required, but in caſes of 
great and 4»ſoltte neceſlity, in plain, obvious, and necellary things ; 
and that the forms ia which they are propoſed, be drawn with great 
warineſs and caution, and expreſſed in words of Common uſe, and as 
free as poſlible from all amb:gairy of ſignification, 


—_ —_— —_—_ 


SE C:T. IY. 


I, V HEN the Doors of the Church are to us made im paſſi- 
- ble by the Turn-Pikes and Porr-Cullis that are ſet before 

K,we areExcommunicared and delivered over toSatanbecauſe we do 
not come into it. This we muſt corfeſs is an extraordinary method 
of proceeding. We find nothing of this nature in the Scripture, or 
in the praQtice of the Primitive Church. Nothing was required as 
antecedently neceſſary to Church-Communien, but plain and ſimple 
Chriftianity, There were no Articles, Liturgy, or Book of Ordina= 
1:0nto be ſubſcribed; There were no Declzrations,Oaths, Abjurations 
tobe made toqualifie perſons for admiſſion thereunto. Aſlent and 
Conſent to the Bapriſmal Covenant,was then thought ſufficient, and 
would be fo {til}, if we that have leſs wi{dom and underſRanding,did 
not preſume we have mote,than the Apgf irs and Primitive Chr: Foam, 
2. Wedo very ezfily :cxnowledge*Excommnication a ſacred ard 
tremendous Ordinance, ſummun fut art judicis prejudicium, Tertul- 
l:2ncalls it; and%tis our Opinion) that when ?ris exercifcd, it ought 
to be Cone with great gravity and ſcriouſneſs, magno cum ponadeye, ut 
apud cerios de Der conſpetin; and upon very weighty and impoytare 
reaſons. To dy it with an inſcrious trifling ſpirit,and forimperrinene 
and invaluable cauſes and pretences (as is the cuſtom of theſe: days)is 
to prophine it,and make it cheap and contenp' tbl: ; and peratventue 
if may be a greater B/-ſphemy than ſome men are well aware of or 
«xcly conſider. B 2 
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' 3. In the Seripture we find ſome perſons pit vndet this divine Cry2 
ſare,but it was for great and «bviowtranſgrefſionsof the d5v94eCom- 
mandments;St. Paul judged the inteft ubus Corinthian tobe delivered. 
unto Satan; and he himſelt did fo by Hymenew arid Philetws. : Rr 
the one had married his Fathers Wife, and the other had madeShrpe. 
wrack, of the Chriſtien Faith.. - Theſe men were a reproach to the 
Chriſtian Name ; and thefefore it was their duty to difown and re-. 
Kx&-them ſrom their Cimmunion. | ESI 

4 In the Primitive Church we do alſo find men put nnderthe Seqs« 
' tence of Excommunication; but it was uſually for denying the Faith, 
and facrificing *o. Idols in Times of Perſecution, or for delivering. 
- up the Books of the holy Scriptures into the ha1ds 'of their Enemies, 
or for ſome other groſs and ſcandalous Crimes. We do not find that 
they impoſed ſeleſs,” winrerffary; mncertarr;, end-controverted Dae 
Ctrines as terms and conditions of Chureh-Communion, and then Ex<« }. 
communicated ſach as could not conſent unto them. This was a Pra« 
Ctice unknown in the pareſt, Ages of the Church, | 

-5-. Vitor Biſhop: of Reme was the firſt Undertaker in this kind 2 
(beſides thoſe that we read off, A#.15-) he would have i ed the 
Roman Cuſtom of obſerving Eaſter upon the {ſratith rehes; . 
and becauſe they refufed it,he at leaſt threatned them with Excom» 
munication ; for Yaleſius thinks he did not aQtually do it; and tis 
poſſible that the Letters of Hereus and others, might prevent the-. 
exccution of his angry purpoſes and determinations. 

6. We are ſorryto fee the preſent Modes and ways of proceeding 
in uſe among us. Humane Appointments "and Conftitutions are im- 
poſed upon us ; things unneceſſary and doubtful are required of us, 
and becauſe we refuſe-them, we are given up tothe Devil; and truly 
our Caſe were {4d, did we not hope for more favour from God, than 
we do receive or expef# from men. For we -muſt ſtand before ano- 
ther Tribunal, and have ſome hope to be acquitted there, though. 
we be condemned here. Multa etenim fatta-que bommibus improbards 
Ay teſtimonio tuo domins approbata 'ſunt, Ang. in confeſſiovi= 

#, 
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nation, and there are ſcarcely any execations that are thovght 
:iently ſevere. Should we enumerate our ſufferings,the Hiſtory of 
them would {wel into {undry Yolwmes, which is not the deſign of this 
Diſcourſe. We intend no full accarate deſcription of our ks Hhuton 
" 2. We are not ignorant, that thoſe that proſccate us, .think them- 
ſelves ſuſſicienty juſ#ified in all that they do againſt vs by the Antho®» 
rity of the Laws; we are of anorher opinion, and ſo (we m:ke no 
goubt)will they be anocber dy. Thoſe that perſecuted the Cnriſtians 
in the Primiteve T imes,, did it by the authority of the Laws, and fo 
cid they in Germany in the Reign of Charles the Fifth; in the Low 
Countries in the time of Duke Alva's Government: and in England 
in the Reign of Queen ZLary ;, and fo they do now in France under 
th: Rule of Zens the 14th. 

3 Thereare few Proreſt+nts but will condemn thoſe perſecutions, 
thouph they were directed by the Laws; and we think it no ecſie 
matter to juſtific the proſecut/095 that are made againſt us, although 
thoſe that afflift us, have the Laws to plead on their behalf. We 
think the Laws are no better thantheir Authors; and we are ſure 
they were mer ſubject to like p2ſſis5 with oihec Aortals, and never 
gave any evidence of z»f+{:ble direction, or inſpiration in the con- 
zrivance or making, of them. | 

4. No Lewscan juſtifie proſecutzons or Proſecutors, but ſuch as are 
juſt. Whcre they are unjuſt, thoſe that ſuffer by themare the #- 
nocent perſons, and thoſe that proſecute them are the Offenders, 
*Tis againſt the Law in Spain and 7:aly to read the Bible in the Lan- 
guage of thoſe Comntrios ;, but thoſe that perſecute ſuch as tranſ- 
preſs har Low, are tranſoreſſors z 2nd t! al that are outraged and 
tormenited by them, are therein jnn0:c1t, and probably very good 
Chriſtians. ?T was agoinlt the Law to make any Petition to Ged or 
nan for the ſpace gf thirty days, unlels to Dar; the King. Never- 
thelcſs, we eſteem Daxrel that rranſgreſied the Liw, as a much 
"4 man than apy of them that proſccuted him for the breach 
Q If, 


4 Jirw Penal Laws are executtd npon us with great rage and indig- 
ſuffi 
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$5. The Laws require of us the practice of things neceſſary to ſwh- 
ſcrive to things doubrful,and not at all efſential to the Chriſtian Relji- 
gion,to ſwear to Propoſitions dowbrful; if not denicd by men of greae 
learning and ſobriety.The refuſal of theſe things is penal,ſome of ys 
are thereby diſabled publickly to preach the Goſpel,and others to at- 
renditt and if we preach or hear,or worſhip God in private in the 
Communion of more than five, beſides the Family in which ſuch wor- 
ſhip is performed,we are expoſed to puniſhments more than many, 
and thoſe none of the [maleſt or gentleſt kinds. 
6. If the impoſing things of this natwre,to be ſworn, ſubſcribed and 
declared,and the puniſhing men for the ref#ſal of them,and worſhip- | 
ping God by other Laws and Aſcthods than thoſe preſcribed by the 
Engliſh Litargy,be juſt'in themſelves, or will juſtifie our Perſecators, 
we deſpair of underſtanding -any thing of the natures of good and 
evil. But of the unrealonableneſs, and juf:ice of impoſitions ( and 
the impoſſibility of uniting the Church by them, See a little Book 
called the Samaritane, | 
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I Hough the Penalties impoſed on us by the Laws, be ſevere e- 
novgh,yet did weſuffer no more than the Zaw directs, we 
ſhould not-have ſo much,nor ſo many reaſons to complain, but alas, the 
Laws 3re not keen enough to wound us, nor ſharp enough to draw 
blod to the ſatisfattion of our enemies,the Informers, who are i» ſar;- 
able in their malice, their hatred and their rage. The little fingers of 
our Proſecgtors are heavier than the Loins of the Law ; if the one 
chaſtiſe us with Rods, the other does corrett us with Scorprons. 
2. Theold muſty Statutes, that were made and intended to the 
« prejudice of the Papiſts, tho ſeldom or never executed upon them, 
are tzrn:4 by theſe Informers againſt vs with ſeverity and height of 
Indignation, and we think we may ſafely ſay, that more r1rxe Prote= 
ſtants hays been worried, ruined and undone by them in the ſpace of 
half one year,than Papiſts in neer an hundred. Thoſe Fods that were 
made to ſcourge them are dipped inBrine,and laid on our backs with 
 fProkes, till thefl:(þ, blood and bones appear. They eſczpe the Curſe of 
| the Statutes, but we die without mercy,and can find no remedy from 
their vengeance, Dat veniam Corvis, vexat cenſura columbas. 
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3. To which we will add , The Laws ſometimes ſeen to be 
put upon Tenters, and extended to ſuch uſes and fgnifications , as 
is likely never 2atred into the minds of thoſe that made then 
Any Comentary is ſound and good, though it perverts the Text, 
provided it may ſerve the turn of our Enemies the 1nformers. 
And there is, almoſt, no Statzte , that may not by a dex- 
trous ex, ofition , become an infrument of our ruine, as we | 
by very diſmal experience, almoſt every day. Theſe Men ate 
marveloully ingenious to deltroy us; and *tis a ſtrange Law it- 
deed in which they can find nothing to promote 1t. 

- 4+ We have heard, or rcad , that in the dayes of our Fa- 
thers, it was thought a good wholeſom rule, that penal Laws 
were to be conſtrued in the moſt favourable ſenſe, that the words 
were capable of bearing; but rhe men of this age, our Proſecutor 
are of other perſwaſtons, that old worm eaten maxime is now 
no value or reputation , at leaſt in ſuch caſes where we arc con- 
cerned. The ſevere} ſcenic that can be put upon them, is the only 
rule ard meaſure of interpretation, yea , Gaſes more ſevere then 
can with any reafon be affixed unto ther, are eſteemed very /au- 
dable Expoſitions. All ſenſes are good with them that will do us 
burt, and all coments lawtul, that may be ſerviccable to our cala- 


mity and affiiftion, 
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SECHI. YIL 
ME have been in ſome places puniſhed for faults that we 


| never committed, and proſecuted for our preſence "at 
 Conventicles where we never were. This we think is hatd meaſure, 
but *ris no other than what we have had experience of. 
2. Thoſe men upon whoſe Evidence and Oaths, foe of us 
have beea convicted, are perſons viler than the Earth, their Fa- 
; thers we would have ſcorned to have {et among the Dogs of our 
Fhcks. They are the dregs of the People, and the abhorence of all 
that know or have any converſation with them. Their Debaucheries 
have beggered and impoveriſhed them to that degree, that they 
takz up this trade. Their Words and their Oaths will notbe takgn, 
among their Nezghbours, far a Groat, 
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3. We have heard or read, that according to our Laws , thoſethat 
receive Evidence againſt any ſubjett of the Realm , ought ro con- 
{ider the quality and credibility of him, or them that give it, and there 
ſeems to be a great deal of reaſon for it , tor otherwiſe our Efates, 
our Reputation, and our Lives, arc all at the mercy and in the diſpo- 
al of all ſuch Yarlets, as haveſo much need, and (o little conſerence, as 
o wake merchandize of them. How well this goot and charitable 
vile hath been obſerycd in thoſe re//rmoniesthat have been taken againit 
us, we are not willing to ſay. | 
4+ It is readily granted that thoſe Gent/emen, to whom theſe Mi- 
ſcreants ofter their Oaths and Depoſitions, cannot retule them, becauſe 
they themſelves become criminal, and liable to proſecutions at Law 
thereby. But wedohumbly conceive, thatwhen we appcal to the 
Seſſions, which is a Court of Fudicature , where they cither arc our 
Judges, our Fury, or both ; the quality of the Witneſſes and Deponents, 
ought ro be conſ1dered , eſpecially when we bring evidehce ſufficient 
to diſable all their attefatiors. 
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I. E areruined in otr E?2tes and Fortunes; our Houſcs are bro- 
ken up, the Goods and Furniture whercot are violently taken 


from us, and whatever we have any propriety in, istaken our of our - 


poſſeſſions. Thoſe that ſpoil us ſhew us no merey, they are in xorable 
to all our Intreaties and Complaints. It we tell them that by the ſeizire 
and ſale of our Goods, our Perſons and Familics are beggered, and 
brought to a mor/e/ of Bread, 'tis to as good purpoſe, as it we dilcourſed 
to the.fame ſenile to the, Wolver of the Deſerts. What evidence they 
do-give toothersthat they are men,we do not know , butwe are able 
to-inſer-it, from no other argument but their ſhape. 

2. All the Applications that we make to them tor mercy or favour, 
are rejected with infolent pride and ſcorn ; the muſt inodc!t and hum- 
ble Petitions and Supj4cations, are received with rage and indignation. 
Tis a crime to beg any abatement or remiſſions of the utmolt ſeverities 
of the Laws; and ſome that have been wneaſie and complained of the 
burden of them, we arc inclined to think, will complain no morc,ha- 
ving no mind to be laſhed whilſt they are. raw. 

2, The uſual anſwer that is made to all the Addreſſes, that we 
make unto them, isthis, Tox are 4 compwny of faions Fanatiques. and 
you wuft bear the penattievof the Statates ; ani we have born _ {o 
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long, ſome of us, that we can bear them no more. For how they will 
defirgin upon thole that have no Goods, we cannot cafily underltand, 
nor how the mn/#s will be paid by inlolent perſons, we are not able 
to dipine. 

.\ We take no pleaſure in theſe Narrations, and we hope we may 
be Jetieve , when we ſay, that we are ſorry that we have any occaſion 
for them z but truth istruth, loſers will talk. Thoſe that are pinch- 
ed will go ncar to complain.] We are no $toicks, we have-not put off 
the Paſwns and Aﬀettigns of Humane Nature , nor arc we liketo do, 
tho,-perhaps, we may have reaſon to wiſhit a thing poſib/e. 
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KV E are impriſoned and laid in Goals among Rogues. We are 
made (ar leaſt) neighbour's to thoſe thatare the lees ofthe peo- 
ple. Our reſtraint isa CaYamity, but the Neighborhood of theſe Vartees, 
make ir much more heavy and inſupportable. Their ſwearing and blaſ- 
phemy, their M:dnjght Revels and Debaucheries (which we cannot ceaſe 
to hear) are a perpetual offence ' unto us ; and we think it a cruelty 
much like rhat,of chaining the Living to the Dead. 

2. *'Tis trrie ſometimes we have good company more than we do de- 
fire, for we arc thrown by heajs into Priſons and Places of Reſtrainr, 
Bur though the preſence of our Friends be pleaſant, and their Comver- 
ſation loyely, and we could heartily rejoyce in it ellewhere ; *tisno ſo- 
lace to us to have them Compjarions in our Gricts, or Co artners in our 
Conn and we ſhould rejozce in their /berty though we our ſelves 
were bound. -/ 

. If we ſurvive our Impriſonment, (which we do not alwaics do) 
and return again to our own houſes, we bring along with us the founda- 
tion of thoſe Diſcaſes, that in ſome ſpace and tract of time do bring us 
to our Graves. The cloſenels of our Lodgings, thethickneſs, impurity, 
andcorruption of the Air, the want of due kj to move and agitate 
the humors of our Bodies, and preſerve, them from fagnation, over- 
throws our very Craſisand Conſtitution, and thence proceedsthoſe Di- 
ſeaſes, that no artcan cureor remove. | 

4- Suppole that by care and art our Lives bea little prolonged, we 
are a burthcn to our ſelves, and all that are about us. And whereas 
other men dic butonce, we die a thouſand times, and as often ſtab to 
the heart all that haveany kindneſs, or peſſion for us. 


SEC T 


F 


(14) 


jo ECT. XL 


[ ww E are repreſented as Eremiesto the Goyernment, and tradu- 
ccd as i/hyaltoour Prince. *Tis ſuggeſted that we' have an 
averſation for Monarchy, and that we have a mighty fondneſs for a 
Democratical Government. Whether thoſc that firlt reported © theſe 
things concerning us, did be/ieve themwe cannot tell, but we arc{ure 
that many othersdo. We find that preceptof Machianil verified in our 
ſelves, Calumniare audatter, ſaltem aliquid adherebit. Calumniate bold- 
L-,ſomething atleaſt will ſtrike. The moſt pucid Lies will find ſomeper- 
{ons that will be/zeve them ; and the moſt improbablc fa/hods will re- 
ccivc entertainment with eaſe and credu/ous minds. Pl 
© 2. By this means weare made odious to ſome perſons, and ſuſpettedof 
many others; ſome hate us implacably, others grow jealous, and cnter- 
tain hard thoughts of us. Were the charatters they give ustzrue and de- 
{exryed,we ſhould have no rea for to complain,but for as much aswe know 
our ſelves innocent, it cannot but be matter of reſentmentto us; to be ſo 
villanouſly and { itefuly bely'd and defamed. 

3. *Tis true, there be very many that have other aprehenſfions of us, 
they are better acquainted with our Judgments and Lives,than to belicyc 
{uch odious charaters and deſcriptions, and we have rcaſon to bleſs God 
tcr it, for if all (I mean all Church-of-England-men) believed them, we 
muſt certainly be outrage din the ſtreets, and knocked on the head in the 
High-wayes and Village.c; and all that ki Iled-us, would think they de- 
ſeryed a compenſation tor ridding the Nation of {uch pernicious vermin. 

- 4. Totheſe infamous hes and helhſh injruations,we mult imputethe 
with-drawing of his Majeſties favour from us, for althotigh we do be- 
lieve that he knows little of thoſe ſever:ties thar are uſed and exercifed 
toward us; 'yet-we carinot but think, that hethath a little Jooſned the 
rein, by which he reſtrained his Magifrates and Offcers from proſecn- 
ting and aflicting us. We complain not of our Soveraign, we haye had 
much-exferience of his clemency. He muſt ſee by other mens Fyes, ard 
hear by: orher mens Ears, and if the ſame im ions llanders be reported 
to him, that are to many of his ſubjefts concerning us, (of which therc 
:5no doubt) we cannot much wonder at our preſent ſeffermgs ; for ſup- 
poling them tzue, they were no more than we had abund,grtly 
doleryed. | , = ; 
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CHAP. IL 
T be Difſſenters Expoſtulations. 
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'A aN D what now are our Faults and Crimes, or of what 
number and nature are our Tranſactions ? What is it we 
have done, to make us become the Objects of all that 
rage and wrath, that is uſed, and ſpent againſt us? Are 

we the vileſt of Mortals? Are we the moſt profligate of Mankind ? Are 

we the only part of the Nation, that deſerve the publick Vengeance? 

Why are we hunted and proſecuted like Beaſts of Prey, and as if we 

were a common Nafance to the Countrey, and Land of our Nativity 

-or Birth. 

2, We are treated as the Oft-ſcouring of the Earth, the filth of the 
World, and Refuſe of the People. There is no Contempt, no Scorn, 
no_Reproach, no Penalties, no Violence, no Injury, no Oppreſſion, 
thought too much to be impoſed and laid upon vs, But how is it pro- 
ved that we have deſerved it * What evidenceis there of thoſe Enormi- 
ties, that may juſtihe theſe extraordinary Methods of proceeding againſ 
us. The Chriftians complained of old, that they were puniſhed and 
condemned for the ſake of the Chriſtian name, not for the ſake of any 
Crimes that were proved againſt them, Hominis Prelaem eſt. See Tertwll, 
in Apolget. and Athenagoras in legat. pro Chriſtianis. 

3. Something of this ſort is happened to us in the preſent Age. To 
be a Diſſenter is Crime enough to expoſe a man to the rage of Perſecu- 
tors. Tilud ſolum expettatur, quod odio publico neceſſarium eſt, confeſſio no- 
minis, non examinatio criminis, Diſſent, to the preſent Eſtabliſhment, is 
£quipollent to all the Publican and: Harlot Sins in the World, and we 
may be guilty of them (we are ſorry to ſpeak it) at far cafier and cheaper 
rates, Fornication, Adultery, Scandal, Opprefſion, Lying, Perjury, 
Scorn of all Religion, and Blaſphemy, are Pececadilio's in compariſon of 


Nonconformiſly. The former axe calily expiated, but nothing will allow 
for the latter but our ruine, 
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4. The Chriſtians of the firſt Ages did not deny that they were accu- 
fed of fundry mon(trous Crimes, nor do we deny that we are made ſuffi- 
ciently vile by charge and imputation, but nothing was proved againſt 
them, Nor are thoſe infamous Stories reported concerning us, capable 
of any proot or demonſtration, for Lies can never become truth, nor 
falſhoods obtain the nature of undoubred Veritics, and *tis truth alone 
that is proveable by argument and convidive evidence. *Tis true we 
do confeſs, that Mcn of Parts and J/it will very finely drefs a Falſhood, 
ard perſons of an impudent Frent and proſtituted Conſcience will affirm the 
moſt prodigious Lies and Slanders ; but when all is done, the nature of. 
things and Facts is the ſame, and utterly invariable, 


SECT. 2. 


x. Is it aSin of ſo monſtrous a nature,that nothing can expiate it but 
our deliruction to refuſc to ſubſcribe Propoſitions of doubtful and un- 
certain nature? If they be doubtful, why, are we obliged to aſſert their 
truth ? If they be uncertain, why muſt we aver them paſt all *Contro- 
verſy and Diſpute ?- If they be neither doubtful, nor uncertain, why is 
it that Chriſtians are not agreed concerning them? Why is the learned 
World fo much divided about them? Would they everlaſtingly- con- 
tend, about things evident and apparent ? Would they perpetuate a 
Controverſy about things as plain as the Light, and obvious as the 
mid-day Sun ? | 

2. 1s it a Crime that deſerves all this Cruelty,and all thoſe Barbarities 
that are executed upon us, that we refuſe our Subſcription to things of 
impertinent and unneceſſary nature ? Are all thoſe Propofitions-and 0- 
ther things to which our Stfbſcription and Conſent, and many others, 
is required neceſſary, and of the eſſence of: the Religion of Chriſt Fe- 
ſus ?- May not a man be a good Chriftion, though he ſhould not un- 
derſtand, nor believe any thing of them ?: If they be neceſſary, why 
are they not comprehended in the Boptiſmal Covenant, or in the Creed, 
Lord's Prayer, and the ten Commandments ? Theſe were anciently 
thought to contain all the neceſſary Dodtrines of Chriftian Faith and: 
Pradice,and we are of Opinion they do fo fill, The eſſential and nece(- 
ſary parts of Religion are invariable, they are the ſame now that they 
were-in the days of the Apoſtles and antient Churches. 

3« Is it ſoſkcinous a Tranſgrefſion to refuſe the praftice of things of 
no uſe, and to no edifiacation, that no compenſation can be made for 
it, but what will undoc us? We do not know of what uſe thoſe Cere- 
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*monics are, that have been, and till are in uſe in this Chxrch, nor who 
is edified by them. We are ſure thoſe that are tHe greateſt Zealots for 
them, do not appear to be much edified by the Appointments and Infti- 
tutions of God, and *twere ſtrange if they (ſhould be advantaged by 
thoſe of Man, who are little or nothing believed by thoſe of God. And 
if thoſe that love and admire them, make no profitable uſe of them, 
What may be hoped from thoſe that love them not ? 

4. Arenot the Laws of God ſufficient for our Obſervation ? And may 
not Chriſtians go ſafe to Heaven, under the direction, and in the Obe- 
dience of his Commandments ? Are God's Laws ſufficient for their end, 
or are they not ? It they be ſufficient, What need is there of any additi- 
ons to them ? If they be not ſufficient, Why do we aſſert and prove it 
againſt the Papiſts ? 

5. Since Chriſt Feſics hath freed us from the Toke, that God himſelf 
had impoſed upon the Fewih Church, we know no Obligation lying 
upon us, to receive a Toke that (hall be impoſed upon us by Man, We 
refuſe Obedience to none ot the Laws of God, nor to no Laws of Men, 
that are neceſſafy for the obſervance of the Divine Appointments and 
Inſtitutions, fuch as are the determination of time and place, and fun- 
dry others, but theſe Laws that are the effe&s of pure will, and of no, 
uſe nor profit, but-occaſions of Strife and Contention, we do profels to 
all the World, we know not the Obligation of them. 

6, Muſt we be Ruined, Baniſhed, or Hanged, for no other reaſon, 
but becauſe we are loath to be damned ? St. Paul faith, that Fhatſoever 
is not of Faith is Sin, and he that doubteth is damned if he eat. We have 
conſidered the impoſitions that are laid upon our Judgments and Pradti- 
ces, we have ſpent much time in the meditation of them, and would ve- 
ry willingly have ſubmitted to them, if we could have done it with a 
ſatisfed and affured Mind.But upon the moſt ſerioxs deliberation which we 
have made upon them, we find an everlafting renitency of Judgment 
and Conlcienceagain(t them. This is our Caſe, and this is our Fault, 
and muſt we abjure theLand, or ſwing in a Rope at home, for the ſake 
of it ? This in our Apprehenſion is fomewhat ſevere, but the chcice is not + 
difficult, we had far rather be Baniſhed our Countrey then that out 
of Heaven, *tis more eligible to climb a Gallows, or aſcend a Gibbet, 
then deſcend the nethermoſt Hell. But whether it be juſtifiable to im- 
poſe ſuch a choice upon us, is worthy the contideration of thoſe that arc 
concerned therein, | 
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SECT, 3. 


1, Is it a greater Sin to Worſhip God by other rules, then thoſe [ FC» 
ſcribed by our Laws, then itis to liveas without God in the World, and 
never perform ary publick Worſhip to him at all * How many thouſands 
are there in the Towns, Cities, and Villages, of this Nation, that nes- - 
ver attend the houſe of God, that never $andifie bis Sabbaths, or Vene- 
rate bis Sanfluaries ? And what are the Puniſhments that they do ſat» 
ftain thereby ?. Are they proſecuted at Law? Are their Goods ſeized? 
Their Perſons Imprifoned, and. their Families beggered in. revenge 
thereof ? , 

2, We hear of no Complaints or Lamentations, made by theſe kind 
of People,” which ſurcly. they would do, if they had any occaſion or 
foundation for them. They are not Men of ſuch tame and pallive 
Spirits, as to endure {courging withcut any Groans or Exclamations 3 
for thaugh they regard not God nor his Worſhip, they love their Liberty 
and their Eſtates, and would not-part with them withbut loud fgniti- 
cations of their ReluQancy againſt it. Sirce they cry not out of Violence 
and Oppreſſhon, we may be ſure they are at relt. 

3. May Men be Atheiſts, Infidels, or Heathers, with Impunity ? May 
they defie God and all the Laws and Methods of his Worſhip with all 


the ſecurity-they can defire or wiſh? And mult the Diſſenters be. worried © 


like Bears; and torn with Doggs becauſe they fear God and call upon 
his name ? *Tistrue, they do not do it altogether according to the di- 
reQion of our Laws. But do they not do it according to the Laws of 
God ? Did Se. Petcr and St. Paul uſe any more Ceremony or Liturgy in 
Preaching, Praying, and Adminiſiring the Sacrament then they do ? 
And why may not that ſnffice? Is it a pardonable Crime to be a Heg- 
then, and is ita fault worthy of the ſevereſt Puniſhment to Worſhip God 
and his Chriſt after the manner and example of the Apoſtles? Some Men 
ſeem to be of that Opinion, but we think it were not amiſs to renounce 
it, for ſure we are, that the Devil is the Author of it. 

4. We are not ignorant of what is ſaid, by the Maſters-and Fautors 
of Impoſitions, on the behalf, and for the defence of them. ?Tis fid, 
that without them no Peace nor Order can ever be preſerved in the 
Church of God. But we arcof another mind. In our Judgment, no- 
thing ought to be impoſed, but a few, plain, neceſſary things, and 
thoſe are cnough for the maintenance of Peace, and that to impoſe a mul- 
titude cf things, needleſs, obſcure, cantroverted, and wneertain is the high 

and 
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” 81:4 certain way to endiefs Furtions and Diviſions, and that as much peace as 
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the Church ot God is capable of in this imperfect State, may be more fafcly 
end advantageouſly obtain'd w'thout them; Bat for this we mult again eter 
the Reader, to the Book call'd the Sumarztar. 


SEC ED. 4 

1. Have we ever refuſed to contribute to the mainterarce of the Government 
with our Lives and Fortunes 2 Have not our Pur/zs been as pen, and cur 
Hands as ready to defend his M.y:/?525 Honor and Greataels as auy other of his 
Subjects 2 Did we ever betray any Truft that was commited to us ? Have we 
terned our Backs in the day of Battel? Have we not been as prodegal of our 
Blood, and given as good Proofs of our Courage and Valour ay any others that 
have been engaged with us in the ſame hazards and dangers? When, and where 
did we do any thing unworthy of Engiſh men, or good Subjects 2 Where are 
our Accuſers ? Lat them ftand forth and convince us ( it they are able ) of any 
"_ or neglect of Duty, towards the Support of the juſt Grandeur of our 

rince. 
2. Let them not object to us the Rebe1ion and Miſcarriages of the laſt Age: 
We neither promoted nor approved them. Many of us were not then born; 
others were chr{dren; others oppoſed what was then done; and ſome that were 


' foo much guilty in the Traged:es of thoſe" times, have ſince repented tt in Duſt 


and Aſhes. As we do not jultifie, ſo we will got account for other mens Sins. 
We only plead our own Cauſe, aud affert our own Integrity and Uprightneſs. 
We hope we ſh:!1 not be puniſhed for the In:quzties of our Fathers, nor reckoned 
Enemies to the State, becauſe /o-me of them were (o. 

3. If we muſt be reputed ill Subjects, becauſe ſome men will ſuſpect: ns, and 
eſteemed Traytors, becauſe poyſanous Tongues will calumniate and reproco us, our 
Caſe is pityable; but without Remedy. For there is no defence againſt Slander; 
Mens Luſts, and ſpiteful þaffions are not under our Government or Reſtraint ; 
what they ſuggeſt will be ſpoken, though never ſo falſe and infamous, and we 
cannot prevent it. The moſt unblemiſhed Loyalty is no ProteCtion againſt a mu- 
liciaus malignant Mind; a Tongue ſet on Fire of H:{|, will blaſt the faireſt and 
moſt unſpotted Reputation. 

4. We have a Province that is not eafily managed to the /atisfa#ion of theſe 
Revile:s : If we refuſe the Oa:hs, Subſcriptions and Declarations that are re- 
quired of us as Teſtimonies and Securities of our Fidelity, we are reported ar.d 
faid to reject them, becauſe they are inconfiltent with our Purpoſes and Princi- 
pies of Rebellion. If we accept and ſubmit to them in the ſane Sence that all 
ſober and confidering Church of England men do, 'tis ſaid that we do it with 
deſign to get Offices and Preferments in Church and State, that we may be the 
more capable of ſubverting and deſtroy5ng both one and the other. This is the Laz:- 
guage of multi.udes of Books and Pamphlets which the Prefs voids every day. 

5. What ſhall we doto pleaſe theſe Men 2 We are willing to give them all re- 
ſon1ble Content ; but if neither aſſent nor d:/):nt to their Inpr/itions ; if neither 
obedience, nor diſobedience to their Injuntions, will hnmor or pleaſe them, ve 
muſt defice them to inform us what will : For we are not very well able to in- 
form our (elves. | 

6. Aud yet after ſome Conſideration, we think iy may have found what may 

Pleaſe 
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pleaſe and put them in good humour Fas we hms, drown, or cut our own'© 
Thro1ts, and leave them Heirs to our Eſtates and Fortunes, tis not improbable 
but that it might be an Adventure much to their Acceptation : But if yothing 
elſe will commend us to their Favor, we muſt beg their Pardon, we ſhall net 
purchaſe it at their Price, We have no mind to be darined, to give them Satys- 
faftron : Ifthey will buy it at that Rate, we muſt bcar it ; but they muſt excuſe 
vs, we will have no kand or part with them therein : It we mult die to gratifie 
them, they mult be our Executioners, 


EE GT 9% 
r. Bnt what indeed is the Ground of Provocation ? Are we uſeleſs, unprofi- 
able, or burthenſom Members of the Nation ? Dowe live without Labour, ordo 

we cat of the Sweat of other mens Brows ? Are we not equally induſtrious with 
a1y other ſort of men ? Do we not contribute to the enriching of our Country as 
much 25 other of his Myjezſtzes Subjects 2 We bear our part in that Trade, and 
to'l in thoſe Arts and Myſteries, by which Sapplies are made to the Pleaſures, Ne+ 
c'ſſities, and Magsificence of all Orders and Degrees of men. 

2. Do not we aflift to the Advancement of the Cuſtoms and Revenues of the 
Crown? All men that know any thing of thoſe matters, do acknowledge, that 
of [ate years they have received very great Emoluments, and are ſwollen beyond 
the proportion of former Ayes; and have we had no paryr, nor ſhare therein ? 
Do not we partake in that Trade and Merchandiſe by which they are encreaſed and 
advanced ? 

3. No man of Sence can deny us a part in thoſe Advantages, that have been 
made tothe R-venue, and riches of our Sovereign. We have ſurely done ſomething, 
towards the Augmentation. of them, and thoſe that deny it are ſuch, as have ncither 
Brains, nor Front. They are both ignorant, and themſelves Impoſtors. And 
*tis our Opinion, that thoſe that counſel and adviſe our Ruine, will not be able 
to. aruntervail the King's Damage. 

4. We mention not theſe things out of Vanity or Oftentation ; but that it may 
appear, that we are not utterly y/elz/s and of no fignification in the world. Our 
Enemies report us not only profitable, but noxious and hurtful to the Common- 
wealth. The Paragyapis of this Section are a ſufficient Confutation of the former 
of theſe Fables, and the who'e Body of this D:/eour/e will confute the latter toa'l 
impartia! and wnprejudiced Men. 


SECT, 6. | 
I. Are we only a handful of Men that may all ſafely be deſtroyed 2 Will the 

Nation be of equal Strength when we are facrificed to the Rage and Luſt of thoſe 
that hate us ? Hath his Majeſty too many Subjects; and will he be as great and 
prſſant without, as with the Afiſtance of our Numbers > What our Numbers 
are, we'do not pretend to know ; but fome there are ſcattered to and fro in moſt 
of the Towns, Cities, and Villages of the Nation, and we think more, then can 
with ſecurity be ruined and deſtroyed. 

«2. 'Tis not impoſſible, but that His Majeſty may have uſe for all his SubjeFs, 
were they much more zumercus then they are, He is Neighbour to an Aſpiring 
Prince, thatinay, in due tine, give kim d:turbance, and it ( as moſt certain it 
is } the multitude of Pevple be the firſt Riches of any Nation, eſpecially of ſuch 
as 


as are ſober, frugal, Induſtriovs and naturally inclin'd to Trade and Mannfafc2 
ries ( Epithets and Qualifications we think as juſtly belonging to vs at leaſt as 
any of cur fellow Subjects.) We are not Eagle-ey'd enough to penetrate into 
their Politicks that contrive our Ruine; Nor can we fcretee what Advantage 
wou'd accrue to the King cr Kingdom either in wea'th or ſtrength if at leaft 4 
Mzllion of it's moſt [abort 115 nt ng ſhould be forc'd either to fly into for- 
reign parts; or be rendred by Jailing and other ſevere Pioſecutions unuſefyl at 


home, 
SECT. 7. 

And what will you do with your Eſtate; when we are rnined and undone ? Have 
you too many Tenants to occupy and employ your Lands > Where are thoſe $u- 
pernumeraries ? How may we find their Refidence and Habitations ? If they be 
ſo nymerois, how comes it to paſs that ſo many Eſtates lie almoſt waſte, and fo 
many Horſes without any ,Inhavitants ? How is it that Farms go a begging, and 
hot _ that own them areg/adto be rid of them almoſt npon any Terms in the 

orld ? 

2, Are not the R-n#} and Values of your Lands very mnch dirfirmſhed and 
abated 2 Are they not ſank twenty, thirty, and forty in the Hundred ; and can 
you tell when and where they will ſtand ? Is our Poverty and Raine a likely way 
- of advancing them to their former Standard? We know not how you take your 
meaſures, nor by what Rules you make your Computations; but we are of the 
inind, that our Dimimntion will not be your Excreaſe ; and that if we be brought 
to the Dung-h:ll,your Eſtates and Honours will receive no Advancemen: thereby. 

3. If the Value of your Lands decay, how will yon ſupport your uſual State 
and Grandeur ? How will you educate, provide for, d:/poſe of your Children, ac- 
cording to their Bireb and $psrit 2 Have you not found it a work of ſome Care 
and Providence even then, when your Eſtates wcre at the higheſt rate and value 2 
If it were difficult then, will it not benow zmpoſſivle? Or can you dothat with two 
thouſand pounds per annum, that you could not formerly do with three 2 will 
nine pence go farther than a Noble ? 

4- Are you content to be poor, ſo we be ruin'd; and to abate of your great- 
neſs, ſo we may be laid on the Dunghill > Can you deny your ſelves ſome Pleaſures 
and Satisfaftions, provided we may be m:/erable and affied 2 Can you endure 
ſome aba/ement if we be trod upon as the Mzre in the Streets? This is a piece of 
Self-Denial, which we did not expect, and we doubt whether you would do fo 
much tor the Sake of God, and all the Laws of his Goſpel. 


SECT. 8. 

1. In the next place, What will you do with us when we are beggared, ruined, 
and undone? We have fo much Charity as to hope, you intend not to obſerve 
any Sanguine Methods in difpoſing of us. Though thoſe that Perſecute us be 
crec! enough, and we find it by ſenſible and woful experience, yet we cannot 
think that they intend to cut our Throats, or by ſhort and ſimmary Proceedings 
ſend us to our Graves, We muſt confeſs, we have known fome that have faid, 
that they covld very willingly ſheath their Swords in our B-we/'s, ard bath their 
hands in our Bluod : But we hope there are not inany cf this Savage and Bruztf/a 
humonr. 6 

2, Mot Turns complain already of rang and burthep of their oy 
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and think the charge imſu; prytable, How then will it be born, when we are added: 


to their 1umber > Muſt we Dye, and ſtarveof Finnger and Cold ? Muſt we faine 
ard ſwoon in the High-ways and Streets, and Villages ? Theſe are no Stories in 


Arras, theſe are no Fictions or Imageries of Fancy, 'y Laws be proſecuted - | 


3. Bnt perhaps we may have reckoned without our Hf, and made thoſe Supe 
poſit ions that will not he granted us.. It may be we may not be permiteg either to 
{ve or ſtarveat home. What then ſhall be done with us 2 Shall we be fold for 


$'w2s, and ſent to toil with Negro's in the Weſtern Iſlands ? Are we a ſoit of - 


Frm: fit only” for their Emp®ymente and Converſation ? We have -read, we do 
confeſs, of Perſons much better then our (elves, that have been condemned to the 
Mines, and others to the Galleys ;' but thoſe that paflyd thoſe Sentences and Fudge 
ments upon them, were cither Heathexs or Þ fidels, And will Engliſh Men and 
Proteſtants. write after ſuch Coppies, and imitate ſuch Examples? , a 

4. And covld your Eyes behold, or your Hearts endure fo diſinal an undere 
? thy 179 2 Could you ſee us ſhipped, and fent by thouſands to the Amerian=Indies? 
Have you no Bowels,- no Py,nor no Compaſiwons, for thoſe that are of your own 
n1ture, and of the ſame R-1igi6n > Or could you cohibit, repreſs, or reſtrain them 
in. ſo lamntable acaſe > What ! Have you Hearts of Marble, $nd Entrails of 
Brafſ; ? Have you put off Mn, and put on Bea#t ? Have you only the Shape and 
Figure of Men, with the nature of Tygres, Bears and Lyons, 


SECT. 9g. 

:. After this, What account then will you be able to give to God, of the Se- 
v2712ies that you exerciſe towards us 2 We hope you believe a Supream Being, 
and a D iy of Judgment, and that all Men muſt appear there, and give account, 
of the deeds done in the Body ? And do you not know that Chri/t Fe/us is to be 
your 7.192e, and that he eſteems all the Injuries and Wrongs that are done unto 
h1is Servants and Diſciples, as done unto himſelf ?- And are you ſure That thoſe 
that you Perſ-cute arenone of them ? Are you ſure they are not Members of [5 
Bady, of his Fleſh, and of /i; Bone ? Do you not know that God 4 Conſuming 
Fire, ard that ti: a fearful thing to fall into bx. band? Theſe are ſerious Que- 
ſtions, and ſhould be ſeriouſly conſidered, and not fcorned and turned jnto'R:dt- 
cule ; for if theſe Men. that you thus Proſecute with ſo much Rage and Wrath, 
ſhould prove the Serv.nrs of the Living God, (as we donot doubt but that they 
will) C-rtamente no queriamos eſtar jo Pelleio v;ſtro, we ſhould be very loath 
to be under your$kin, as the Spaxiſh Proverb exprefles it. 

2. We are not igncrant of what is pleaded-in your defence, and -for your juſti- 
fication. *Tis-ſa'd, that we are H-reticks, Schiſmatichs, Men of Sedzrion, Sul- 
verters of all Peace ard Order, and many other things of like importance are 
charged non us. Ahd were not Chriſt and h's Apoſtles accuſed of the fame Crimes ? 
Was not C:r./7 aid to ſubvert the _—__ theme which he denyed, ' by ſay- 
inz, he came not to d-itroy the Luv but to fulfil it? Was not Paul ſaid to be a 
Twrbulent Feiluws and a mover cfSed:tion ? Here nothe and others of the Apo- 
ſtles and Preachers of the Ge/pel, (.31 to have turned the Worldupſide down ? Mere 
not all C:r:ſtians acconnated Seftarzes, and Schiſmatichs, by the Scribes and Pha- 
r:/ces, aud other of the People of the Fews? This Sect, lay they, is every where 
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3. Were they not very confident of 1 truth. of their Opin/c1:7 and Apprehens 
fims > Did they not think verily that Chrz#t 7-/us was a MalefaCtour ard onght 
to.dye ? Mould they havecryed out, Hz Blood be uprm 1s} and upon our Clldren, 
if they had believed him 171 cent ? Were not thoſe Perſons perſwaded, that they 
h:d right on ther fide, which Gn "ſhed their Teeth, ſtopped therr Ears, ran upon 
St. Stephen, dr-gg-d himout of the City, and ſtoned him with ſtones t1ll be dy»? 
W-re not the H-.:thens pretty well aſſured, in their own Conceits, that they did 
gery commerdably and well, when they. ontraged the Chr:ſtzans, and cryed out, 
Take away the Ungod'y? Vid. Eufeb. lib. 4. Cap. 14. 

4. And is it not certain that they were deceived and miſtaken ? M75 it not the 
Son of God, that the J-g's perſecuted, and mnrttered, as an Enemy to M /es, and 
a Confederate of B-elzebub 2 Were they not the Apoſtles of Chr:/t, and the Prea- 
chers of Peace, which they proſecuted as Diſturbers of the Order and Government 
of the World ? W'-renot the Primitiy: Chriſtians, which the H-1then Profecuted 
as Atheiſts, Tmyious, and Ungodly, Perſons of pure and unblameable Converſa- 
tions, and moſt Religions Worſhippers of the true and onely God? 

5. And is it no* poſſible, that you may be deceived in your Judpments ard 
Canceptions, concerning us? Are you, not Men of ke Paſſions and Prejudices, 
with thoſe that have preceded you in paſt Generatrons 7 May younot have believed 
many Liez and flanderous Reports againſt us? And- is not your Enmity and Ave! - 
ſation towards us, raifed upon impudent F-lhoods, and frontle(s Fables > Do you 
know thoſe things to be true, for the ſake whereof you hate us ? 

6. /Tis true you do know, that we do Merſhip God in a manner ſomething d'f- 
ferent from that preſcribed by our Laws, and peradventurethis may be all the evil 
that you know concerning us : *Twas faid of old,. B nw vir Caius Scivs, 4 
ma'us tantum quod Chyiſtzanus. Cains Sens is a good Man, but heis naught, only 


| becauſe he is a Chriſtian. TerenZ. in Apol. And wethink we might paſs for honeſt 


men, were it not for our Nnconformity. And isthat a Crime that will juſt fie all 
this Severity, and authorize all this Rage that is uſed and (ſpent zgainſt vs ? we 
cannot tell what it may do at mm's Tribunal; we do very much believe, it will 
net do at that of Gsd. 

SECT. re. 


7, But alas, to come-up cloſer, what hurt do the Difſenters do indeed to the 
Church of England ? May it not {ubfiſt and contiuue in its Sp/endvr, tho' we were. 
permitted to lexve Gud afterdur or manner, in our own Congregations ? Is it any 
hurt to a Gre? Lore, that there are ſome poor Co*tages in the Neighbourhocd of 
his Pal:ce > Muſt his Stately Seat drep rothe Ground, if they be ſuffered to ſtand > 
will the Foundations of that vaſt Fabrick fink, ard the Wals and Roof fall to the 
Earth, ifthEſe remainin the. Vicinage thereof ? We cannot imagine how the Con 
wenticlet can do any Injury fo the magnificence of cur E-.gliſk Church. 

2, What I-jrry did the French Church (offer. by permitting Drſſentirg Pree 
teſt ints the Liberty of their own Worſhip ard Congregations? we thivk that 
Comrch as 11:ſtrious when it permitted them their Lrborty, as now, when it ig 
uli'g #h 4rtsand M-thods to deprive them of it. Beſides, the Liberty granted 
tothe Proteſtants, gave it the Reputztion of One Kandne/s and IH monty : whereas 
their preſent Proceedirgs bl. irs Repurarcon, ard expoſe it as cruel, barbarc as, 
avd pe-fidions, to all confildering and impartial men. 

3. And weare of the mind, that Indulgence to D:ſſenting Ciurches, would Le 
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- nodiminution to the Glory of the Church of England. Yea, we do believe, that 


it wou'd make it more !{»frrous, and give it a fairer Reputation than the preſent 
Perſecntions will ever do. Terſecutzon ſooner or later turns to the Reproach and 
Inſ:my ot thoſethat are the A-:thorsand Promoters of it. Whatever it may be in 
the O;:1410 of ſome Men in the preſent Age, we make no doubt but" it will be 
od: cs in the next. Thoſe that have been converſant in Hiſtory, cannot but ob- 
ſerve, that Per/*cution hath always left a Spoz and a Srain upon thoſe that have 
bcen Agents therein 3 and ſuch a one as no Sop, or Niter will ever waſh out, or 
C'eanſe, Bonner and Cardner will be infamons to all Generations. 
 & + + 2 

I.z Is it the matter of our Doctrine you take Offence at > Do our Miniſters 
commend falſe Doctrine to thoſe that hear them 2 Do they preach pernicicus Er 
rol > Is there any thing in their Sermons and. Diſcourſes that is of dangerous or 
miſchievons Nature ?: They are mien as well as others ; and we do not doubt but 
they are lyable to Errors and Miſtakes as well as others of Humanc Race ; but are 
their Errors of more fatal Conſequence and dangerous Qra/iry than thoſe that are 
to be found among the regular ard conformab!» Clergy ? If they be to, why is 
it not proved againſt them ; why are they not conv;nced thereot to their Reproach 
and Shame ? 

2. Have they indeed preached Sedition, or ſuggeſted ſuch things as might diſturb 
the publick Peace? Have'they ſpoke evil of Dignities, or endeavoured to mutiny 
the People againſt them ? Have they per/waded them to caſt off the Yoke, and 
aſſert their own Freedom, to theOverthrow of all good G,vernment and Order, 
and tothe introducing of Anarchy, and utter Confuſion * On the contrary, is there 
any Book written for Loyalty, with more Conviction, Weight of Argument, So- 
bernels of Spirit, and Perfpicacity of Notion ( though intricate fometimes in the 
Style) than that Book ſo honeſtly commended by the Biſhop of Cork, Intituled 
A peaceab/e Reſolution of Conſcience, touching our preſent Impoſitzons : And is, 
not the Author of that Book a Nonconformiſt 2 we ſpeak not of what was done 
ſome years agone; but vindicate our own Innocency : we defend not the Faults of 
our Progenitors ; nor can wecure the Miſcarriages of the Paſt. age. 

3. Have any of our ſerious Miniſters publiſhed Tenents inconfiſtent with the 
Articles of our common Creed ? Have they denied the God that Made them, the 
Saviour that Redeemed them, or the Holy-Ghoſt that SanRtifieth and Refurmeth 
them ? In brief, have they ſubveited, or denied any of the great Eſenr:nls of 
Chriſtianity ? 

4. Dothey not Preach the me Matters of Faith, R-pentance, and Obedience, 
that are diſcourſed ar.d perfwaded by the Conformable Miniſters ? Do they not 
with equal ſeriouſach afſert the wecefiity of them ? Do they not preſs Self-denzal, 
He:avenly mindedneſs, Murtification, Contempt of the World, Love to God and 
Men, and all the Daties of Chr:ft:zans and Believers ? Ard do they not do this 
with as much Life and Zeal, with as much Fervour ard Afection as they are able; 
yea and withſuch as comes not ſhort cf that, of any of their Conſormahle Brethren, 

5.[f theſe things be nct trre,vhy are wenrot openly confuted and ſhamed in the 
Pices of the 1374714? If the Dutctrine of our Miniſters be falſe, and of malignant 
nature, why is thereno proof mace of it, and why are they not made juſtly infa- 
mus thereby ? But if it be true and taund, and fach as is for the Edrfication ct 
CoriRians in Faith and Ged/ireſs, why arc they and we Periecuted, and Re- 
proachcd for it > CHAP. 
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CHAP. IIL 
| The Diſſenters Supplications. 


SECT. L 


place humbly deſire that we may be permitted the Communion of the 

Church, upon the rerms propounded by Chriſt Feſzs and his Apo- 
fles, and exemplified in the proce of the Primitive Churches and Chri- 
ſtians: St. Paul calls the Church The Houfe of God; and the Author of 
the Epi/ile to the Hebrews, ſpeaking of Chrit Jeſus, calls it his onnHouſe, 
and 'tis our Opinion that it belongs co God and his Chri/t to appoint the 
Conditions and Qualifications of Admillion ; and we do hw:1bly conceive 
that they have done it, and that the Srewards of theirHouſe have no- 
thing to do to alter them. | 

2, We do not find that God, and his Sor, and the holy Apoſtles inſpi- 
red and directed by h:s Spirit, ever required any of thoſe rhings in order 
to Church Communion which are demanded of us, and for the refuſal 
whereof we are ſhut out and excluded from it, and proſecuted with ſo 
much ſeverity beſides : For ought that we can perceive, their Cordirions 
of Communion were only a few, plain, neceſſary things ; we can obſerve 
no numerous Articles of dark, unneceſlary and wncerrain nature, ever 
propoſed to thoſe that became Conyerts to the Chniſtian Religion : Re- 
pent and be Baptizca, ſayes St. Peter, ACt. 2. 38. If thou believeſt thou may ſ 
be Baptized, fayes Philip to the Eunuch, AC. 8. 37. | 

3. The altering Gods rerms of Communion hath broken the Peace of 
the Church, ſplit it in pieces, and run it into Faftions, Parties and Di- 
viſions well nigh theſe Fourteen hundred years ;, and that bleſſed Engine that 
firſt tore it in pieces, keeps the Wounds of it open, and hinders all coalition 
of the parts of it to this day ; and although the thing be ſufficiently ap- 
parent, and hath been faid and repeated by many great Divines, and 
other very learned men, yet thoſe that are concerned to know it, 
neither cannot or will nor ſee it. 

4- Nothing will ever heal the Breache: of Chriſtendom, or make up 
thaſe rents and diviſions that are therein, but the removal of the 
Cauſes of them, among which we reckon this the molt principal, and 

G moſt 


þ is time now to come to a few modeſt Requeſts ; we do in the firſt 
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moſt »:iſchievous; all other means do but exaſperate the feuds and 
animoſittes that are among, Chriſtians and Churches, or elſe deſtroy all 
true Religion, Piety, and ſerious Godlineſs, ( which is the glory of Chri- 
{tian Churches ) under pretence of preſerving the Peace of them : Soli- 
tudinem faciumt, & pacem wocant ;, ſaith Tertull, 

5. The reducing the terms of Communion to their primitive Puric ? 
Plainneſs, and Simplicity, would put an end to almoſt all the unnary- 
ral Heats, Separations and diviſions that are in the Church of England : 
This would bring almoſt all the Dsſſenters into its Communion, and 
{or others, proviſeons might be made to their ſarrsfattior, upon ſuch 
terms 2s Will not prejudice but honour this Church, and give it the re- 
putation of a very Humane, Tender and Chriſtiau temper. 

6. And why we may not be Chriſtians, and enjoy the ConGunion 
of Chriſtians upon the good old terms, we do confels we are ">. \eurr 
to ſeek, and we are able to give our ſelves no other account of it, but 
that it is not the good pleaſure of the Devil and his Agents and Fattor:s : 
We do conceive that God Almighty hath made no change in the Condi- 
11ons of admiſiion into his Family and Houſe ; thoſe that do affirm it, 
are obliged to prove it, which we think will be a very difficult province. 
If God himſelf hath not'alrered them, we cannot tell who ſhould be 
ſo bold to attempt it, unleſs it be that great cemy of God, and ſome. 
others that do receive direfttion from him, 
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. 2. If the terms of Communion may not be altered, we pray that. 
there be ſuch a ſenſe of Savour put upon them, as may make us capa- 
ble of canſenting to them, and that chat ſenſe be declared by Parlia- 
ment, or by the Judges of the Land, that 'fo there may remain no 
fſeruple concerning it ; this would fatisfic the Fears and Fealouſies 
of our Conſciences : ; The opinion of ſome privare perſons pri- 
vately delivered, though they may be great -men, and give great rea- 
fons for it, will not fatisfic us; we ſpeak it from experience, we have 
heard and read what hath been ſaid on the behalf of ſuch an Expoſiti- 
&:, as we could acknowledge and affent unto, but when all is done, 
our Judgments are not at reſt in the derermination of one or two pro- 
bable Doftors or Expolitors. 

2. We do not delire by any Expoſition of the impoſed Oaths, Sub- 
feriptions and. Declarations ta. be diſcharged from any part of the Du- 
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ty and Allegiance we owe to our King, we deſire not to be freed 
of any obligation that God hath laid upon us ; nay, we do ſuf c!:n!; 
«nderſtand that "tis impoſſible : No humane Ineypretation can weak- 
en or diſſolve the force of the divine Laws; we are willing to give 
to Ceſar the things which are Ceſar's, and we are willing to ob!/tge 
our ſelves thereunto ; our Judgment concerning the Power of Prin- 
ces and the Duty of Subjetts, we deſire the Reader to receive from 
Mr, Baxter in his Second Plea, Chap. 3, 4, and 5. anda Book before 
named, 

3- Nor 1s it our wiſh or [ztention by any Expoſ19 to be left at 
Liberty to ſubvert the Fundamentals of Chriſtiaz: Religion, or to 
revile the Arricles, Liturgy or Diſcipline of the Church ; there arc 
many things that we can: endure, that we cannot approve, aud may 
we have the Liberty of our own Judgments, we can quietly per- 
mit to others the Liberty of theirs ; we will maintain no Con- 
troverlies about dificring Opimons in things of no great moment, 
and ſuch as are of obſcure and uncertain nature and truth; in ſuch 
things let men think as they liſt, and we will do ſo too ; we will 
not break the peace of the Church for the ſake of them ; but the 
impoſing theſe things upon our Faith , and obliging us to 
avow them of equal rruth with the Word of God, is, and we think 
ought to be an abomination : We know nod medium between truth 
and falſhood, nor doth truth receive magis and min, all truth 
is equally true ; what is ot contrary to the Word of God ( they are 
the words in which we are to ſubſcribe to the 39 Articles, the Li- 
turgy and Book of Ordination ) is agreeable thereunto ; and what is 

eeable thereunto, is as true as the Sacred and inſpired Volumes ; 
which ( to ſpeak modeſtly ) is to our apprehenſion a very bold and 
diring aſlertion. | 

4+ Such a favourable Expoſition ( as we have mentioned ) of the 
things impoſed and requircd of us, hath been ſeveral times Print- 
ed for the uſe of the Sherifs and Citizens of London, as alſo by the 
Learned and Fudiciors Author of the Peaceable Reſolution already Ci- 
ted ; to which we will add the Author of the Peaceable Deſior, in 
his anſwer to Dr. Srillingfleer's Sermon: We think the ſenſe of ſa- 
our Put upon the 17poſirions by theſe Athors, or rather Armnthor 
( for we think indecd they came out of the ſame mint ) to be 
the reſult of many r-oghrs, and of much conſideration ; and might 
it have publick and authentique approbation, it would hcal almolt 
all the Diri/rons and Separations that are among, us. 
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SECT. I. 
l | 


r. If neither of theſe requeſts may be granted to us, we doe 
molt h:bly begg that we may be perſwaded and argued into Con- 


fwrmity by Reaſon and Diſcourſes : We are An, and Reaſon is of 


our Efſe;ice and Conſtitution ; we are willing to be governed and 
direged by it, and we do fay, ( that though what hath heen aj 
hitherunto in the juſtificarion of it, doth not fſatisfic our Conſcien- 
ces, nor take off our objettions againlt it ) we are much more mo- 
ved by your arguments than by your Cv: We do plainly per- 
ceive that tis ſound reaſon with ſome little mmermixtures of kind- 
neſs and love, that mult make us Proſelytes to the Church of Enz- 
land, or nothing, : 

2. To perſwade us to Conformity by Priſons and Corfiſcations, 
is, in our apprehenſion, ſomething like demonſtrating a Propeli- 
tion in Exc/tae, or Apolozizing by a Beetle and Wedges, and we think 
they will equally . produce their effefts, When any Afathe- 
matician ſhall do the one, the Church of E9lavd may perform 
the other ; We never find our ſelves Edificd by a, Dxzoeor, or In- 
ſtruted by the .ſpoylmg of our Goods : Force hath, as little power on 
Souls, as a Chyrurgeons Knife on the Uuderſtandins and Aj ettions of 
men ;, Remedies muſt have ſome Analogy with the Sick, and their Diſ- 
eaſes ; Force prevails upon the Body, and Reaſon *upon the Soul, Di 
Pleſſis in his Memoires, vol. 1. p. 562. 

3. Theſe barbaroxs methods of 1ſirutticn, inſtead of bringing us 
nearer to the Church of Enzlarnd, 1et us at a greater diſtance from 
it : Who can better judge of the inutility of force tn the buſmeſs of Re- 
l;zion, than your Majeſty ;, ( faith Du' Pleſlis, ubs ſupra. ) You have 
employed your arms with ſucceſs againſt ſuch as they were deſigned to ru- 
ine, but have made no other advantage thereby than to learn, that the 
oreateſt ſucceſſes are not ſucceſſefnl 2gamnſt the Conſciences of men. See 
his Letter to Henry the Third of France. | 

4. 'Tis not impoſſible but that your Severizes may bring ſome 
of us to your Churches, but do you think they will alter our 
Tudzmerts, or reconcile us to your way and method of Serving God ? 
Do. you think you have made us Converts to your Liturgy and Di/- 
ciplize, when you have 6b4/ted us into your Aſſemblies and Congre- 
gations ? If you think ſo, you are very much 2:/iaken ; we have no 
"hr, nor no berter thoughts of it than we had before, 

| 5. Many 
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-s.' Many of us do think it awful to communicate in your 4ſ- 
ſemblies and Worſhip, when we are permitted no other nor no bet- 
ter; we can be contented with mean Provijoons and Lodging in our 
Travails, and where no berter is to be had, but where there is 
Liberty and Choice, we do uſually c-0oſe the beiF, and we hope we 
are not to be blamed for it ; we ſpeak not this to diſparage the 
publique Pre:cing and; Worſhip, that hath the approvarion of the 
Goverament and Laws: We do ackzonledge that there are many 
worthy and. excelſent Perſons that ſerve at the publick Alears, and 
if all or moi were ſo, we ſhould have much leſs reaſoz and nee 
ceſſity of going eiſzwhere ; but alas It is not fo, and they muſt 
be very 22n0raut or very partial thati can deny It. 

6. Belides, in our Opinion, that 15 be## that does us moſt good, 
and is moſt accommodate to our Cpacities, and we find a plain Di/- 
courſe makes deeper Impreſſ'ons upon our Hearts, and moves and 
enlivens our Paſſions and Afﬀettions, much more than a learned and 
elaborate Oration : Plain Countrey People like the mean Proviſions 
of their own Co:tages better than the more coſrly Accomodations 
of Palaces and Courts ; 'Tis not what is beſt in it ſelf, but what 
is belt for »s, that we love and cue. 

7. And as many, yea, far the moſr of us come to your Cor- 
gregations with the liking and approb4tion of our Judgments and 
Conſciences, 10 "tis very poſlivie that ſome may be africhred thi- 
ther by Warrants, Conitables and Informers, ſomething to the re- 
oret, trouble and oJence 'of them ;, but ſurcly theſe are no more in 
love with your Commnion, than the Prorest:nts in France are in 
love with that Worthip to which they are torced with Pirch-forks, 
ard dragged with Ropes : But peradventure ſo we come to your 
Churches, "tis indifferent t6 you whether it be with or azainſt or 
Fudgzments, whether it be \out of Love or out of Fear, out of Rex- 
ſon or out of Intereſt, to ſerve Cod or cſcape the Gallores. 

8. This was not the ancient A4c:ho4 of Converting and bring- 
ing men into the Chriſtian Communion, we do not find it either 
prefcribed or praftiſed by Chriſt or his Apoſtles, or any vf the 
Primitive Biſh9ps : We are afraid this zew Invention is ſomething 
cabolical ;, if you can Proſelyte us by Gods wayes and means of 
Converſion, do it with all our vearts; but Sathanica! endeavours 
will not encreale your Communion, nor add to the num''crs of vour 
Caurches, unleſs you will reckon them your Members and Brethren, 
that are no otherwite ſuch, than Chriſtian Slaves are the Subjetts 
of the Great Turi, or King of Aforoeco : Chriſt Feſus would re- 
cerve none but mi/ns Servants into his Family, but thoſe that pre. 

tend 


4 (54) 
tend to be his Officers and Stewards, receive, yea, force in the w- 
willing, ſo they do in France, and ſo they do ſomewhere elſe, or we 
are ; fro" miſtaken, | | 
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i. We do further intrear, that ſuch of us as cannot by reaſon 
and argument be brought. into your Communon, may have the li- 
berty to go our om? way to Heaven ;, we do readily rant that there 
is but one way thither; / am the way, the truth and the life, n9 man 
comes to the: Father but by me, faith Chriſt Jeſus, There ts no name 
uader Heaven given unto men, whereby they may be ſaved, but the 
name of Feſus of Nazareth, faith the Apoltle; nor do we pre- 
tend any other way, but by Chriſt Feſus, nor other Conditions, - 
but Faith, Repentance and lincere Obedience to the Laws of the 
Goſpel. . 

2. But tho the way to Heaven be but ove, and the great efſtn- 
rial duties of Religion be the ſame ro all, and have the ſame obliga- 
rion upon all, yet the manner of performing them may be varioxs, and 
very much of the Controverſie, and many of the Dir4/rons that 
are among Chriſtians derive from thence : We are all obliged to 
make our Prayers and Swpplications to God, but it may be done 
by a for, or by extemporate conceptions ;, all that are admittcd in- 
to the Communidn: of. Gods Church, are obliged to be Baptized 
at their admiſſion, but this Sacrament may be adminiſtred juſt ac- 
cording to the 1»ſtirurion of Chriſt, and praftice of his Apoſtles, 
( which is ſurely much the better way ) or with ſome appen- 
aages and humane Inventions : All Church-members are obliged to 
examine themſelves, and partake in the Body and Blood of our Lord : 
The Sacramental Elements may be given them cither Kneelins, Stand- 
ing or Sittins, and in leavened or «nleavened Bread. Many other va- 
rieties might be obſerved in the manner of performing the com- 
mon Duties of Religion, but to avoid prolixify, we thall pretermit 
and paſs them over. 

3. In the Modes of performing our puvlick Dutics and Worſhip 
to God, we do hunbly begg we may have our Liberty : Where 
God hath' bowrd us, we delire no [berty, where God hath left us 
at large, we deſire we may not be reſtrained; if any accident or 
combination of accidents ſhall make the reſtratnr of our Liberty #c- 
ce/lzry, we ſhall ſubmit to ſuch reſtraint ,, but. where there is no 
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neceſſity of it, we know no sb{1g.2110n lying upon us to reſegn it, or 
bring our ſelves into bordaye: Were the Rulers of the Church 
the abſolute Lords of jt, we ſhould make their Wilts the meaſure 
of our Faith and Ovedience ;; but ſince th2y are but Stewards, we 
ſhall obey them when they commend to us the L2ws of Sod, and 
in other things when they give us good reaſon for it, but in things | 
that have no reaſon to juſtihe, but many to condemn them, we hope 
they will have us excuſed. | 

4. We ſhall take no Lberty to reprozch the eſtabliſhed Religt- 
on of the Nation, or any of thoſe that do arrcnd its We ſhall 
Serve and Worſhip God after our own mn4»rer, and rejoice Ia fuch 
Liberty and Permiſſion, but ſhall not meddle with, much lefs De- 
fame that of the publick Congregations : We da helicve there are 
many good Chriſtians that live in the Communion of the Pariſh 
Churches, and we would do ſo too, could we hive Afinifters of to- 
lerable ſ#fficiency, and could we ſatisfie the ſcruples of our Cor- 
ſciences concerning the Lawfalneſs of it. Would they retain the 
ſame charitable Opinion concerning us, there might be a Urry of 
Afﬀe&ion, Tranquility and Peace among us, and all the Cruelty, Vios 
lence and Oppreſſiozs on the one ſide, and all the Complaints and.Out- 
cries of Injuſtice and Perſecution on the other, might come to a pe- 
riod, and receive a determination, | 

5- Weknow you account us Schiſmatichs, and many Attempts 
have been made, and Erndeaverrs uſed to prove us fo, and in your 
apprehenſions with manifeſt ſuTceſs. ?Tis not the deſign of theſe few 
Sheets to diſcuſs that Controverhie ; all that we ſhall ſay concerning 
it, isonly this + If we had departed from your Communion 20/:1- 
tarily, and for the ſike of 2ny zecefſicry Truth or Zaw of God, we 
could not have excuſed our ſelves from that imputation; tut, ſince 
yod have forccd vs o.itof it by your own Laws, and by the /mp- /i- 
tou of things ( if not certaioly faiſe) of dovbtful and wnnecr ſry 
nature, we hope you will excuſe us, and take the blame upon your 
ſelves. If men may-make the terms and conditions of Corch- 
comm49n, Schiſm will bea vagrant and wnncertain thing, and ?rwill 
be impoſſible to fix the nature of it, or to tell wherein it corſc/?s ; 
that may be Sc! ;/z» one year, that is none the next ; :nd thar may 
be Sc:ſm in one Church, that 15 none in another, and *wrill ze of 
ſo /nb;icors and ſlippery a nature, that no man will he able to lay 
hotd of it, waerc3*, in our Opinion, Schi/:z js of a certzin and 
determinate Eſſence, -2as ace a!] other Sins. 

6  Buc letit be ſuppoſed ( for we will not &r2nt) that we are 
Scniſmaticks, we hope we may be permitted to worſhip Gord in our 
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| 5 | 
: own Congregations, notwithſtanding that ſuppoſizz9n : We know tis 


Law of Cog that will ailow or jult;fie Church Governonrs jn the Per- 
ſecution of all Sch;/1ricks to ruine or deſtrii8:0u + We have look- 
cd after it, but we cannor frd it cither in the New Teſtament nor 
in the Old: We are Chriſtians as w:ll 45 you, we adore the [ime 
God, we ſeck Saluation by the ſame Chriſt, we belicve the ſame Bibl:, 
we are the Children of the ſame Father, we expect 4 part in the ſame 
Inheritance, by the ſame Will 41:4 Teſtament. They ate the words 
of Du Pleſſis in a cafe ſomething like-our own ; Why then may we 
not have our liberty of ſ:rving God in our own Allemhlies ? 

7. The Novarzons had their literty at Rome, Alexanzri.:, Con- 
ftntineple, and in ſome partsof Phrygea. The Aeletions had their 
liberty in Alex.andria, and ſome parts of eAzypr. The — 
were very nmeres;, and very tumultuous and birbarous in Af. i6a, 
as St. Auſtin reports them, and yet they- were permirred for very 
many years, though reputed Sch:ſmaticks, and that deſervedly tco. 
T he P:oteſtants in France ( accounted Scbſ1raticks by the Papiſts) 
were permitted the /zberty of their own Churches till within theſe 
two orthree years, and might have been to 1till, if the 'French King 
had not been influenced by two or three Zeſwres, The like liberty 
they have in Poland, Helvetia, and mavby parts of Germany; and 
we hope the Church of England will be as kind to us, as the Church 
of Kome is to their and our Proteſtant Brethren. | 

'Tis ſaid that Schiſm is a Damnable Sin, and reckoned among the 
works of the fleſh, and that the Primitive Fathers have ſpoken ſome 
things againſt it : to which we ſhall only ſay, that we do not know 
that we have been proved guilty of Schiſm as yet, and we would de- 
ſire thoſe that thruſt us out of their Communion to look at home, 
and when they have proved themſelves innocent, let them caſt Srones 
at usif they pleaſe. We have read, that thoſe that czuſe Sepa- 
rations are the Schiſmaticks ; and if ſo, we are «fr4:4, that tho 
the Church of England may waſh their hands of that charge, they 
will hardly be found clean. This ( we think ) the worthy Author 
of that Book called The Proteſtant R:conciler, hath proved beyond 
all contradiction. 
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SECT. V. 


t. But if you be immutable in the Opinion of our being dam- 
nable Schi/maricks, we will make this further requeſt unto you : 
Pray ſuffer us to inherit the fruit of owr own wayes, and to be 
filled with our own devices. This 1s a Srpplication that peradven- 
ture may look ſomething odd, and #range, but it proceeds up- 
on your Hyporhe/#5, not upon our own ; for after the way that you 
call Schiſm, we worſhip the God of our Fathers, and by thoſe wayes 
and methods of Devotion that you account daninable, we hope to 
ſave our Souls. 

2. We cannot prevail with opr ſelves to think that you 
have any extraordinary kindneſs for us : If perſecuting and affli- 
ting us be dumonstrations of love, we do confeſs we have had 
more of them than we have delired, but we have hitherunto 
looked on them as ndications of hatred ; and why may we not 
therefore be permitted the Ziberry of our Aſſemblies, 5s a, means 
of promoting your own wiſhes and common Imprecations ? Are 
you indeed unwilling of our” damnation, and tender leaſt we 
periſh? we are glad of it if it be true, but *rwill be hard to 
ihpreſs Hpon 017 minds any {uch kind of per{walion. 

''3. The favour that we have now begged, is no other than 
what you grant to many of your own! Church : how ' many 
Conventicles of riotous Senſualifts, and debauched Villains do aſ- 
ſemble every day to ſerve their God, and promote their own 
Danination ? how numerous and frequent are the Aſſemblies of 
Drunkards, Whore-maſters, Blaſphemers, Atheifts, Scoffers and De- 
riders of Chriſt Jelns and his Goſpel ? and are they not per- 
mitted ſo to do without any diſturbance or molc&ation ? what 
Warrants, Conſtables, Juſtices of the Peace, or Files of AMuſque- 
teers are ever employed to attacque or ſeize them ? ſurely Swear- 
ins, Whoring, Drunkenneſs and Blaſphemy are againſt the Laws, 
as well as Praying, Preaching, Readiyg the Scriptures, and other 
Exerciſes of Religion ; and, in our judgment as likely a- way 
to Hell. How comes it to pals that /tberty of Conſcience is 
permitred in oe caſe, and denyed in the other ? are you willing 
that your own dear Brethren, and Members of your Church 
ſhould go down to the _ Pit, and are you loath that mn 
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that you account your Enemies ſhould come within the Pro- 
ipe&t or Neighbourhood of it ? This is a ſtrange prepoſterous kind 
of Charity,and as 'tis without Precept (for ought that we can find) 
io, we could be very well content, that there were no In- 
ſtances or Examples of it in the Prattiſes of men, 

4. Let us have but as much liberty to ſerve God, as your 
own good Friends have to ſerve the Devil, and we will ask you 
no more : We ſpeak now according to our or! Notions and Ap- 
frehenſions of things: We. do think, that in our Congregations 
we do worſhip the great God in and through Chriſt Jeſus, and 
that your Brethren in the fore-named Aſſemblies do ferve the 
Devil, and we are much afyrred that we are not miſtaken: Why 
this Petition ſhould be rejetted, we cannot well comprehend. Is 
preaching the Doctrine of Faith and Obedience, a greater Offence 
to you than Blaſphemy and Drunkemnneſs ? is praying to the 
Majeity of Heaven more nauſeous to you, than Adultery and 
Fornication? 1s being, at a Conventicle a greater Abomination in 
your eyes, than being at a Brorhel-houſe ? are you better plea- 
ſed with the Oaths and Execrations of your own Church-mem- 
bers, at their Aſſemblies, than with the Confeſſions, Prayers and 
Thanksoivings which are at ours? or do you think that our 
Worſhip and Service to God, will be more miſchievous to Church 
and Stare, than the Looſnels, Profaneneſs and Abominations of 
your own beloved Diſciples ? do you imagine, that the ſolemn 
and ſerious devotions of our Congregations, will call louder to 
Heaven for vengeance, than the Bealam-noiſe, and profane Fe- 
ſtivals and Revells of your Tavern Aſlemblics ? your permitting 
liberty to the one, and laying conſtraint on the other, ſeem to 
import and beſpeak ſuch conceprions ; but we could not think 
that you could give any aſſert unto them, -had we not been 
told, that ſome men are given vp to believe a lie, 
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SECHI. VL 


i, We pray, 4o by us as you would be dove wnto, and give 
us ſach mea/ire as you would ſhould be given r9 you, were you 
in our State and Cafe : This is no unreaſonable Requeſt, it be- 


ing eſtabliſhed upon a Precept of our Saviour. Suppoſe you. 


differed no. more from the Papiſts, than we do from you ; and 
ſuppoſe: further, that their Dotrine were the. approved Religi- 
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o# of the Countrey in which you lived, would you he con 
tented to be perſecuted to Beggery and want ? would you bc 
willing to be ruined and deſtroyed for fach warietics and dife- 
rences? could you ſee your Horſes broken open, and your 7 :c: 
and Children affrighted to Sickneſs and Death? could you he 
dragged to Priſon, and laid among Yillains and Fermin, and think 
you were fairly and equitably dealt withall, and that you had 
no reaſon to complam ? could you think ſuch Trearzent no 0- 
ther than a juit recompence of your diſſent from the DodQrine 
and Diſcipline of the Church ? We cannot belicve that you coald 
approve of thoſe Rigours in your own caſe, which yon think fic 
to exerciſe upon us without any Regrert or Kemorſe of Spi- 
rit. | 

2. 'Tis not many years lince ſome of you were treated ſome- 
what r#7gedly for your diſſent from the Methods of Worſhip and 
Syſtems of Do#trine and Opinion countenanced by thoſe that had 
uſurped the Government of the Nation : 'Twas then almoſt as 
criminal to hear Common-prayer, as 'tis now to ref/e it ; and 
and to own the 39 Articles, as "tis now to rejett them x to 
preach Loyalty and Oveatence, as 'tis now to foment Sedirzon and 
Rebellion. As we remember theſe things with abborrence, ſo, we 
are {re you did bear them with great wneaſmeſs and complaint. 
Tis true, they were T/zrpers that impoſed upon you, and pro- 
ſecuted you, but was that all the reaſon of your trouble and la- 
mentation ? would you not have thought it hard, and intollera- 
ble almo5t, to have been forbidden to have worſhipped God by 
the Engliſh Liturgy, or to have kneeled at the Sacrament, or 
to have baptized, your Children with Godfathers, and the ſign 
of the Croſs, even by lawful Governorrs? and would you not 
have complained much more if you had been proſecuted to utter 
ruine for theſe things ? would you not have crycd out of Ty- 
rauny and Oppreſſion, of Barbarouſneſs, Inhumanity, and the cx- 
erciſes of an Empire over the Judgments and Conſciences of men ? 
We are of the mind that thetz things would have pinched and 
been grievous, though they had been impoſed by juſt and righr- 
ful Authority. 

3- 'Tis not 1mpoſſible, but that you may fall under the Roman Yoke, 
and ſcourge, and then peradventure the Words of Adonibezeck. 
may occur unto your Minds: Threeſcore and ten Kings, having their 
Thumbs, and great Toes cut off, gathered their Meat under my Table ;, us 
T have done, ſo God hath requited me. "Tis no unuſual thing to obſerve. 
men pad in their own kind, The Providence of God, that mo 
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tends the 4//airs of the world, doth very frequently retaliate, and 
puniſh men by the ſame Rods, by which they have puniſhed and af- 
flitted others; *Tis obſerved that the Duke of Gife, and the Cardi. 
zal of Lyrrain, were lain in the very fame Roo-2 in which they had 
ſat, and contrived the Bartholomew Mafſacre, Henry the third of 
France was murthered by Clement the Monk at St. Clou, in the 
ſame Chamber where he preſided in a Conſultation, to the ſame in- 
zent and purpoſe : How Charles the Ninth dyed, every one 
knows, that have read any thing in Hi#ory; he expired wal. 
lowing in his onn blood, and woniting 1t out at all the Condiits of 
his Body, as a juſt Judgment on him, that had ſo barbarouſly ſhed 
it through all the Provinces of bis Realm, They are the words 
of De Serves, vid. erm in wit, Caroli noni. 

4. We make no douht you would be willing to cr with 
Mercy from the Romans, if God ſhoutd at any time deliv;r you 
into their hands; you would be glad to find fome jfatour in 
their Eyes, you would be loth to be ruined by Kogzes, and 
brought to a Morſe! of Bread by Informers, and Aden of Vio- 
lence and Rapize ; We pray give to us what you would ex- 
pect to receive from them; and if you delire to find Aﬀercy., 
be careful to ſhew ſome bowels of Piry and Compaſſiom, Re. 
member, he that leadeth into Captivity, ſhall go into Captivity; he 
that killeth nth the Sword, ſhall be lulled by the Sword; It you will 
perſecute, you ſhall be perſecuted; if you will deftroy, you ſhall 
be deſtroyed. Vidiamo la crudelta tornore in caps a 4 Crudeli : 
The inhumane are oftcntimes barbaroully treated,- and thoſe that 
put off Man, are encountred with Beaſts. 

5. The World is a very wncerraty State, all things in it 
ſhift and change their places: That part of the Whee! that is now 
on high, will inſtantly be on the growd; thoſe that: Lord it as 
they liſt, and preſcribe to the Conſciences and Prattices of men, 
by an Empire and Tyranny utterly inſupportable, may ſoon be 
impaſed upon by Preſcriptions equally burthenſome, and a Pride 
as domineering and inexorable as their own. | : 

6. The mutability of things in this wncertain World, was not 
unaptly ſconified by that humor ſome fellow, that being asked by his 
Friend how he would be Buryed, anſwered, with his Face down- 
wards ;, thereby intimating, that th6 he were laid in the ground 
with a proſtrate front, yet after ſome tratt and period of '2tme, 
he ſhould revert and turn his aſpet# towards Heaven. We 
think it might be no unprofitable Medirarion to thoſe that tread 
#s under foot as the mire in the Street, to conlider that their day 
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may come, and that there are men in the World that are as 
Proud and Imperios, as Crue! and as Incompaſſionate as your ſelves, 
and that cven we that lye now on our Faces, may ſtand wp- 
right again; for God is able. to raiſe and lift. us up, and 'cis 
the frequent method of his Providence, to abaſe thoſe that wal 
in Pride, 2nd to give Grace and ſhew favour to the Humble. 


SECGHI. VIL 


1. Wedo molt hear:ily defire you to conſider, whether theſe Pro/e.. 
cations be ever like to obtain the ed you intend and defron 
by them : By them you intend either our Coz ver/ion to the Church 
of En'land, or our atter Subverſiton and DeFruttion. - We have 
faid already, that Arguments taken from the ſalc of oz7 Goods, the 
Impriſonment of our Per/ons, and Seizure of our E/tares, have no 
force nor cozezcy upon our minds ; they are no more fected with 
them, than our Eyes are with the ſound of an Organ, or on 
Tafte with the beams of Z1-br, and luſtre of the Suz. Wirbout 
doubr ( ſayes a very grave Hiſtorian Y we have learned by experience, 
that Religion 1s neither planted nor rooted out by violent means. © Mens 
Conſciences muſt be gently tntreated, nor violently forced. De Sorres. 

2, But if you ſhould deſign to de/rroy us, give us leave to ask 
you, Whether you do#mazme the preſent Proſecutions a probable 
or likely means of accompliſhing it ? have you never read the #iſto- 
ries of palt Ages and Gererations ? do you know nothing of former 
times ? have you never obſerved ſuch mes fail, and ſuch arrempes 
prove utterly unſucceſsful ? *rwere ealie to produce Yolumes of 
Proofs and Inſtances thereof without number. We ſhall mention 
the words of Du Pleſſis, in his Remonſrrance to the £/rates of Blois, 
where ſpeaking concerning the Zu7ozors, in the perſon of a Roman 
Catholick,he thus expreſles himſelf : Aw Commencement nous les 4- 
vous bruſles, &c. At firſt we burnt them alive, without any diſtinftion 
of ſex or quality ;, we were ſo far from deſiroyins them thereby, thar 
on the contrary, they extinow/ſhed our Fires by their Blood, and were in- 
creaſed by ow Flames: Afterwards we drowned them, and one 
would think*that they multiplied like Fiſh in the waters, When their 
numbers were increaſed, we fought, and beat them in many Battels ; 
but tho we defeated them, we could. never overcome them, We made 
them drun', with Wine, or rather Blood, at a Royal Nuptial Feſtivi- 
ty ; we chopt off their Heads whilſt they were ſleeping, and within a 
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few dayes we beheld them with our Eyes reve, and riſe again as ſtrong 
as before, and with Heads more hard and brazen than ever. Vid. Me- 
moirs, Vol. 2. Pag. 23. - 

3. And what if your Perſccutions ſhould have the ſame effe# 2 
what if our numbers ſhould be excreaſed thereby ? and we dare aſ- 
fare you, 'tis neither impoſſible nor i:probable; for when we arc 
proſecuted, and hunted like Beaſts of Prey, the Common-people 
( that know no hurt by us, but only that we do not pray by your 
Liturgy,nor ſerve God according to your Laws,tho we do it accor- 
ding to-his, which a man would think ſhould be as well ) will pi- 
ty and love us: They will think, that we are more likely to be 
the Scrvants of God, and of his Chriſt, than thoſe that perſecute and 
deſtroy us; They will think us more likely to be Doves, than the 
Kites and Hawks that rend us in picces and devorr us. They will 
eſpouſe our Opinions, and come over to our Communion and Congre- 
gations. 

4. Yea, almoſt all thoſe of your own Church, that have any 
ſenſe or fear of God before their eyes, will be moved with Bowels 
of Compaſſion towards us: They will think us more worthy of 
the favour and proteFtion of the Government and Laws, than thoſe 
Sons of Cain, that ſeek our Calamity and Rnine. Some there arc 
that have been ſufficiently ſharp JH us, ( and peradrenture, much 
of the preſext Perſecations maybe owing thereunto ) who, we make 
no doubt, will be kinder to us within a little time, becauſe. we be- 
lieve they fear God. Relations frequently quarrel, and ſometimes on 
Pitifal occaſions; but there is a radicated love in them towards each 
other, which prevails againſt all their Heats and Paſſ:ons, and doth 
reconcile them again to a mmtral rcenderneſs and dearneſs. Good men 
may guarrel, and conceive little piques and animoſiries againſt cach o- 
ther, (ſodid Paxland Barnabas) but at the bottom there lies that fear 
of God, and love to each other, that will reconcile them again, 
eſpecially, when ozeor both come to be afflicted and diftrefſed. Foop- 
er and Ridley were very good Friends when they were in Gaol, tho 
there were ſome little differences between them when they were 
at Liberty. 

5. We find by obſervation, that amoygg the Members of your 
.Charch, thoſe that are moſt repleniſhed with the Love of God and 
Alan, and do partake moſt in the nature and Spirit of the Goſpel, 
are the greateſt Enemics to our Perſecution ; they do already pity 
#5, and will do more as our Afflictions grow and preſs upon us : 
The learned Author of the Proteſtant Reconciler, the Author of the 
Conformiſts Pleas for the Nonconformiſts, Mr. Samuel Bold, and the 
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Countrey Conformiſe, all thorough ChurchFren, ( but as we believe, 
of candid and Chriltian 'Tempers and Spirits ) have ſufficiently de- 
clared that they are no promoters of Perſecution, but have a very 
hearty averſation for it. | : 

6. And all men of the ſame Spirit will favour us, and oppoſe 
your Severe and Cruel manner of Proceedings : You will divide-your 
own*Church, and encreaſe our numbers by your Perſecutions, and 
perhaps there may be 0 way of rooting out Diſſenting Proteſtants in 
England, but by turning it into a Wilderneſs, which whoſoever 
ſhall arrempr, will in our Opinion attempt alſo his ovn ruine. 


SEG 1; VIIL 


1. We do beſeech you not to be very forward in believing the. 
Clamours and Outcries of your Clergy; when they Preach the 
Goſpel of their great Lord and Afaſter, we do heartily wiſh you 
would give a firm and unſhaken Faith unto them, but when they 
give you Charatters of the Difſſenmters, and make fierce Declamati- 
ons againſt the miſchiefs of Separation, and variety of Religions ( as 
they call it, in one and the ſame Kingdom, we do molt humbly 
begg, that you would /#/pcrd your Faith, 'till you have conſider- 
ed what are the m/chiefs of a forced: and conſtrained Union : we ſay 
with the Great Du Pleſlis ; We do not doubr but that it were moſt to be 
wiſhed, that in-one Kingdom there were but one Religion, or rather one 
way of Worſhipping the true God ; ſuch a Union cannot be too much deſi- 
red, and might we have our Option, one were more ſeemly than many ; 
but ſince either the deſtiny of this Realm, or the diſorder of our Church is 
ſuch, that we have two, in troth "tis better to permit them, than to ruine 
or weaken our ſelves, as hitherunto we have done, that we might have bur 
one : In the Body of man, AMaladies are ſometimes continued for the ſake 
of Health, and are as Remedies azainſt thofe that are more fatal and 
dangerous : 'Tis a great trouble to have an Iſſue alwayes running in ſome 
part of the Body, 1d 'twere much better to have none at all, but 'tes bet. 
ter to have it, and'keep it open, than to cloſe it up and dye : Thus that 
wiſe and good man, vid. pag. 41. «bi ſupra. 

2, We do think it elzgible, that all that profeſs the Religz9n of 
Chriſt Jeſus in this Nation, did worſhip him after the ſame mamer; 
but we think it -z«ch better that my ſhould Worſhip him after ſun- 
dry manners, than that a great number of them ſhould be deſtroyed 
and ruined ; and we do wonder that all men that have Brains - or 
Hearts do not think ſo too ; for is it not berrer that rwenty, forey, 
or a hundred thouſand perſons ſhould worſhip God a little _——_y 

rom 
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irom our Conſtitution, than that they ſhould be beggered, baniſhed, 
*7:priſoned, or committed to the Hangman to conduct them to their 
Graves? 1s it not berrer that they ſhould pray without book,, in their 
ſeparate Aeerings, than that they ſhould pray withont them at the 
G!lows ? Is it not better that they ſhould preach in Converricles, 
than upon a Scaf/oldor place of Execution ? In our Opinion it ſeems * 
no zreat difſculry to determine fheſe Enquaries, and we think that a 
little of the rcaderneſs of the Chriſtian nature, and ſome ſenſe of 
mane frailry and imperfection, are qualifications enough for the 
rcſolution of them, | 
3. There are many things 4cſirable, that are not attainable in this 
\World : 'Tis delirable that all the Churches upon carth, were of 
27e mind and one judgment, but how to attain ſuch a Vion, who 
can tell ? *twere to be withed that a/l che. members of the Charch of 
Envland were good Chriſtians, and did not only profeſs the Religi- 
on of Chrilt Jeſus, but live under the Power and Anthority of his 
Laws : 'T were to be delired that the perions that conſtitute our 
Pariſh Churches were of good Unadcrſtanding, found Judgment, and 
exemplary Co: er ſation but how and by what means ſhall all theſe 
fine things be o\tained ? mult men be Fized, Profecuted and Impri- 
ſoncd for the wan of them ? or are thoſe the proper means of obtain- 
ing them ? Mult we have no peace or quier 1n the World, till they 
be poſletled and enjoyed ? T hen farewell Pexce, as long as the Sw 
and Moon endure, or 'tiil the coming, of the xew Heavens and the 
new Earth, in which Rirhreonſneſs doth divell : In ſhoct,, we mult take 
the World as we find it, and expett no ore from it than is in it ;, Per 
fe - Peace, Harmony and Avreement in Judgment, Afecttion and 
Practice is reſerved for Heaven, 'tis very #perfettly obtained on 
Earth ; thoſe that cannor be ſarisficd with luch an imperfeft mea- 
ſure of it as this world is capoble of, are the great Plagses ard Fire- 
brands of Chriſleadome, and the Churches of God therein : Tole- 
rable Faults, Differences and 1» perfeitions mutt be conmved at 
and endured, or clic we mit tizve ther zo Fexce, or no ſeri- 
ons Religion ; intolerable ones mult Le rt; aimed, and puniſhed ac- 
cording to their a4tizre and dew 1 .t, and with ſuch wanillinineſs, de- 
lay and tenderneſs as is agreeale to the Goodneſs and Kindneſs of 
Chriſtianity. By theſe rwo Kiles we do conſidently affirm, more 
Peace will be obtained, and with mote advantage to true Piety and 
Goalineſs,than by any other means nd endeavors whatever they be 
what are-tolcrable, and what intoicrable faults and errors of Judg- 
ment and Pratice, we ſhall not difcourie, others have done it, 
and there is no great d/ficulry therein, 
i "BW 
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4. 'Tis often ſaid by Clergy men, and ſame others, ( that ſhould 
beberrer skilled in H:fory, and the Mifteries of Government, than'ta 
beleive it) that variety of Religion, or rather warzeties in the ſame 
tligion, are prejudicial tothe Civil Peace. This Maxim (faith a ve- 
ry great Man) hath much more devided us, than the diverſity in 
Religion, that is among us, but either by the experience of what we ſee 
elſewhere, we muſt confeſs it to be falſe, or acknowledg our ſelves the molt 
iſcordant, and unhappy people in the Warld. The Germans have two 
Religions in the ſame Cities, and ſometimas in the ſame Howſes, and yet 
live quietly, under the ſame Emperour, and Laws. We mutt there- 
fore ſay, that they are not our Religi#ns, but our Paſſions that trouble 
and deſturb our Peace, and commonly they are the Prxſſicns of ſtich 
Men,.as have no kindneſs for any Religion: The Switzers are partly 
Proteſtant, and partly Catholick, yet they hve in a very great tran- 
guility, and free from all diſcrders. In Hlland they permit aimoſt all 
Religions, yet the Government is not rutied, or diſordered by it. In 
the Ciries of Maſtricht, and Bois Ie Duc, the Inhabitants, are partly 
Proteftants, and partly Papiſts, and live together in mntual Friendſhip, 
and Love. The Pelonians have always had, the Greek, and Roman 
Religion,they have had divers Biſhops divers Synods, & great dFerence 
in ſome important Articles of Religion, yet they never came from 
Words to Blows, but unanimouſly obey their Kings, and contribute 
equally to the Defence of their Country againſt their common Ene- 
nues. : 

5. Theſe ſame perſons are not wanting to give us evil CharaFeys, and 
to lead us With infamous Titles, and appellations. We world moft 
humbly befeech you to give no haſty credit to them, for whatever 
truth there may be in their other di{courſes, we do aſſure you, that 
what they fay concerning us, 'is not Goſpel. They report many thing x 
concerning us, which we believe they would not ſay; did they know 
us, or had they any converſaticn with us. They avoid us as Heathens, 
and Publicans, and then report all manner f evil of us 1gnorantly, 
and falſly. Tuſtin Martyy complains of Creſcens the Philoſopher, 
ws Ys mer dy 8 meant, yweia Kellzuapivgn, rc. That to imgratiate 
himſelf with the People, be publickly calummiatcd the Chriſtiars, as 4+ 
theiſts, and Ugo, when in the mean time, he' was utterly Tyncrant 
bath of them and their, Doctrine. Vid. Auf. in Apol Prima.' pag 46. We 
have complained of it already, we now beg they may not be brewed, 
- till they prove what they affirme concerning us. Fcen/aticns; were 
allowed by the ancient Romans, but Calummaticys they abborred, 
and we think twas juſt, and generevs in them fo to dos. 
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We 


(68 ) 
SECT. 9. 

7. We would alſo humbly beg, a preſent ſuſpenſion of the Laws, 
till His Majeſty ſhall in his peculiar 7/5/dowe think fit to call a Parlia- 
ment, and aſs us of the fear and burthen of them. ' We cannot bur 
feel their weight, nor can we think it otherwiſe, than heavy, and 
cppreſſive. We are men as others are, and tho we May patiently en- 

ure the Penalties executed upon us, yet we cannot put off the ſenſe 
of them, nor the deſire of being freed from them. And to whom 
ſhall we Addreſs our ſelves for deliverance, to whom ſhall we make 

ur applications, for ' redemption from the curſe of the Laws, and 
wrath of the enraged Statutes. 

2. We know not well what to doe. We are weary of the burdens 
thatlye upon us, and would fain be eaſed of , them, -but how. to get + 
them taken from our Backs, we do not underſtand. We will im. 
plore the Interceſſion, of the more noble, generous, and Chriſtian of our 

_ Adverſaries. You have acceſs to His Maje#y's preſence, and liberty of 
approach before him,and would you but put on ſo much bowels of mercy 
and c.mpaſſion, asto become our Mediators, we are very confident you 
might prevail, You might ſet us at liberty from all our great Calamities, 
and our greater fears. You might reſtore ſmiles to our countenan- 

"Ces, aud joy to our Souls. We are now neither alive nor dead. We 
neither partake in the pleaſures, and ſatisfaFions of the living, nor in 
the reſt, and repoſe of thoſe that are departed hence. How eaſie a 
thing were it for vou, to recover us from this di/mal, dark, and 
wneafie State? With a few . words of your Mouths, you might give 
life to many thouſands of languiſhing Perſons, and. by your Mediation 
with our Great Prince,become their Temporal Sayiours andRedeemers 

3. And what is there more worthy of your Greatneſs, and. your 
Birth ? What more worthy of Gentlemen, Engliſhmen, and Chriſtians ? 
What is the advantage of your Riches, your Power, and your Ho- 
nour, and why are they deſirable ? Is it not that you may do much 
good, and ſhew mercy to thoſe that want, and ſtand in need of it? 
And have you not an excellent pattern, and a great example of it ? 
Doth not God do good continually ? Dath he not cauſe his Sun to Riſe 
upon the juſt and unjuſt, and his Rain to deſcend upm th? evil, and the 
goed ? And are you not bound to imicate him, and be perfe# < 
Heavenly Father & pofet? To doe good, is to doe like God, ris 


onely the Greaz, that are capable of. it, in any valuable degree or 
meaſure. x44 
4. We are abundantly certaize, that you your ſelves are wen, and' 


liable to the ſame ſins and imperfeftions with, others of humene | _ 
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Your Greatneſs doth not exemp: you from the common corruption of 
Mankind, nor ſet you above the reach ang infltence of Temptations ; 
You are Sinners, and will need the Grac#and Mercy of God, as well - 
as thoſe of inferiour quality and condition. We are ſure you will not 
dare to plead your imecency, before that God, who chargeth the An- 
gels with folly, and in whoſe ſight the Heawens are not clean. We do 
not doubt, but that you will appeal from his Fuſtice to his Mercy 
Seat, and Implore the Pardoning Mercy of God, and the Interceſlions 
of our Saviour. - 

5. Will you need Merey, and will you ſhew none? Will you have 
uſe of, and occaſion for the connivence of God Almighty, and will you 
remit #othing to us, of the rigour of the Laws [a you need the 
Interceſſions of Chriſt Feſus with his Father, and will you refuſe ro 
mntercede on our behalf with our Prince? Would vou be wil- 
ling, that the Holy Feſws ſhould preſent your Peritions , and 
Supplications to the great God, and will , you refuſe to 
preſent ours to the King? Would you be loath that the Son of God 
ſhould refuſe to doe the Office of a Mediatow on your behalf, and 
will you with an unyeilding obſtinacy,- and peremptorineſs of pur- 
Poſe and reſolution, refuſe to do that office on ours? Muſt we ex- 
pect no favour from you? Will you do nothing for us with our So- 
veraign? 

6. We are reſolved to hope better things, and tobe confident, that we 
Thall not be deceived in our expeCtations. There is a Brave, Noble, 
and Chriſtian Spirit, in ſome of thoſe that are our Adverſaries, and 
ſurely they will not ſee us perzſh, without opening their Mouths for 
OUT preſervation. Tis to chols that we make our Swupplications. Tis thoſe 
that we would make our Interceſſors. Others we know, will beg nc- 
thing for us, unleſs it be a» Ax, or @ Gibber, Which are Favours, we 
doe not deſire to receive, by their Mediation. 

Se&. 10. Fl 

7. We would humbly, and modeſtly defire, that whatſoever liberty, 
or favony is granted to us, may be without revocation, unleſs upon 
Juft and reaſonable forfeiture. If it be granted us on this condition, we 
ſhall think our ſelves ſure enough in the poſſeſſion of it, for we never 
intend to doe any thing, that may occaſion a ſei/rre, or deprivation 
thereof. 

2. Bur ſince *tis hard to engage, for every im.!ividual in a Commu- 
nity, we would further intreat, that the whole Body of Dz/enters 
might not forfeit the /iber:y, that may be granted them, by the faults 
and follies of ſome ſmgle RD. Let not the Innocens be puniſhed 
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þ the ſake of the guilty, nor thoſe that praceably uſe their Prince's 
Favour, for the fake of thoſe, that may twrbulently abuſe it | 

Fy 3. Though we ſhall be Banks, if his Majefy ſhould only conmive 

at our Liberty, and permit ns the F/orſhip of Ged after our own man- 
ner and way, Without any Security againit the recalling of it : 'yet we 
muſt ſay, that to live in perpetual danger 1s a very unealie State. Men 
af take no pleaſure to fit under drawn Swords, ſuſpended by ſingle 
bairs or threads, though it beat the richeſt, and moit delicious Feſft- 
vals, Few take any dzlizhtto ſtand upon Recks and Precipices, elpe- 
cially if it be lawful for him that rs. to throw them thence, We-do 
not deffre to live in the neighbourhood of a b:rning fiery Furnace, when 
every Regne that hath abandoned God, and all good Conſcience, may 
with unpunity caſt us a/:ve into it. We would be glad to potleſs and 
enjoy our Liberty, with the Licence of his Majeſty, and the Laws. 

4. Were this:granted us, our minds would be very 'much at reſt, 
we ſhould be free from thoſe anxious cares, and fears, that do almoſt 
dnl oppoſe ns; we ſhould with great alacrity mind the Buſineſs. 

_ of our Callings, and with better Ability and Chearfulne/s, ſirpport the 

Government and Honour of our King ; fear cramps and fetters the 

Active Powers of Mankind, it Freezes the Blood and Spirits, and makes 

them almoſt as uſeleſs as the Nead. Hope and Security infuſes a Life, 

and Vigeuy into the Souls of Men, and puts them upon A#ion and 

-- - cons adwvantagi:us to their Perions, Families, and other Societies 

ot Men. 

5. Had we the Security of the Laws for our.Libertics, we ſhould 
ſit under our Yines, and Fig-Trees, Without any. Fears or Conſternations. 
We ſhould-all unanimouſly Love ggd Adore owr King, as the Father of 
his Ceuntrey, andthe Common Protefor of all his Subje#s ; we ſhould 
be all ambitious of Serving and Contributing to his Grandeur , yea, we 
thonld be willing to adventure our Lives and Fortunes for the making 
him one of the molt gl-riows Monarchs upon Earth. 

SECT. 11. 

1. We do with all humility beſeech you to believe, that fach hath 
been the Birth, Education, and Spirit of ſome af us, rhat nothing but 
c:nſcience towards God, and fear of everlaſting Condemnation, would 
have made us chuſe the way that we have taken, and the party that we 
have efpouled. We have not been without inclinations tro Conformity, 
both formerly, and of lare ; ſince the Laws have raged -fo furiouſly 
againitus; we having not been without temptations to have choſen the 
way, in Which digneties, Riches and Honours are to be faund, ( nor do 
we think fo ooks. of -our ſelves, but that we might have obtained 

our 
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"our ſhare is them |) but Conſcience hath laid thoſe. Blocks in our ways, 
that we have not been able to get over, . nor we believe never ſhall. 
We have Tranſcribed ſome Paragraphs from Du Pleſſis, we will rake - 
the Liberty to take a few more Lenes from him. Thus he expreites 
himſelf, ſpeaking to the King. TI hfhal! withcut fiction tell y-ur Majeſty, 
that for theſe Twelve Years, and more, I bave endeavoured by all means 
to beccme a Catholick, but bitherunto I have nt been able to attain it ;, [ 
have often conſidered, that after the favuur if God, there a5 nothing mm 
the Warld ſo precions, as that of a mans Prince. I bave Fleſh enovgh to 
deſire the Riches and Hmour of tha Werld, and not ſo little Spirit, but that 
I know, the Religicn that I follow, i not the way in which they may be 
found : I ſet my [elf to read all the Rooks that I conld find, I conferred 
with Learned Men whereſoever I met with them. My Fleſh end Spirit 
always cencuyred to Fortifie their Arguments, and I deſwed nothing mere 
then to be conquered by them. In tne Sir, I muſt tell y:ur Majeſty, my 
Conſcience would, and did prevail againſt all their Diſcourſes, alik-ugh it 
ſaw nothing but . Diſgraces, Loſſes, and Dangers, as the Reward of the 
Vifcry. Thus farerhat good Man, 

2. Nothing almeſ{ could have better expreſſed the motions and pa/- 
fien; of our Souls, then the 2erds of this excellent Per/cn. We have 
not been without 4i/poſitions to have taken the way of ſerring God, 
that might have advanced us, or at leaſt have ſupplied us with Fucd, 
aud Rayment, and necellary ſupport for our Selves and Families. We 
have read, and confidered, what hath been faid to juſtife and periſiwvade 
conformity. Our own Fleſh, Paſſicns, and Afeficns, have Diſputed 
earneſtly, and [ubtilly in favour of it, but Conſcience hath hircherunto: 
prevailed. We are afraid of the iVorm that never dyes, and the Fire 
that never does go out. We chuſe rather to ſerve God in- a poor and: 
mean condition, with the approbation of our Cen/ciences, then-ingand 
with a more [plended, and large Eitate, to the regret, and effer.ce of 
them. 

2. We are not in love with Poverty and Rags, no more then w2 
are with Sickneſſes and Diſeaſes. *'Tis no pleaſure tous,to be diftrgſcd, 
for the maintenance of our ſelves, and thoſe that are near, and d:ar 
to us. Some of us have Children, that wou!ld be glad of other Fmn- 
pl -yments, then a Wheel, ora Cart; and we have the tenderne's, and + 
bowels of Parents towards them, and thongh we do not dire. greas 
things for them; yet we cannot but wiſh them a little advanced above 
the common drudgeries, and ſervilities of life. Eut all this, and a 
great deal mire we can endure, when we remember that our Lerd 
Feſus, Who was in the form of Ged, and th:ught it no robvery to be equal 
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with God; yet took upon him the form of a Servant, and made himſelf 
of no Reputation. 

4. We would be glad to have the favour of our Soveraign, -and of 
his Inferiour Magiftrates, and Officers. The wrath of a King is as the 
roaring of @ Lyon, and the diſpleaſure of his Miniſters, and Servants, 
Is uneatie enough, as we find by woeful experience. We take no 
pleaſure in the frowns of a Mighty Monarch, nor do we chuſe to be 
hable to thunder. We are not fond of the indignation of his Officers, 
nor is there any reaſon for it, that we can find. We fhould rejoyce in 
the favour of him, and them. But there is a King Superiour to him, 
and his Officers are much more terrible, and dreadful. If we cannot 
have the favour of them all, -we wil make-that which we think the 
wiſeft, and the ſafeſt choice. We will chuſe the favour of Got) ( the 
great Soveraign of the World) and of his Angels, the Miniſters of his 
Empire, betore that of any Prince or Subordinate Officers upo 


Earth. | 
SECT. 12. 

r. The laſt requeſt that we ſhall preſume to make, is that you will 
Pleaſe to believe, what we have ſaid, ih our own behalf, and windica- 
tion, We do not know, that we have forfeited the reputation of our 
truth, or made onr ſelves incredible by fal/ifications, and impoſtures. 
What others may have done, is nothing to us, we only affirm our 
own truth, uprightneſs, and Integrity. 

2. What promiſes we have made, or may further make, in the fol- 
lowing part of this Diſcourſe, weintend ( by the Grace of God) to 
keep by an invielable obſervation, We think we have promiſed no- 
thing, but what is agreable to the Laws of the Goſpel, and what is fo 
we are bound to ob/erve,and we will do it, whatever may be the effets, 
and conſequences thereof ; we hope we ſhall fitter no | Jars there. 
by in tie, but if we do, we will rejoyce inthe proſpe# of the advan- 
7ages, and compenſations of Eternity. 

. We do not doubt; but that there be 7zhoſe, that will endeavour 
to render all that we have faid, or can fay, /wſpicious and incredible. 


They are loath that we ſheuld have any favour permitted, or allowed ., 


us by our Prixce; and to hinder it, will repreſent all that we fay, as 

Fattion, Romance, and Hypocriſie. They hate us with an implacable ha- 

tred, and would be very glad that all others might do ſo, and to that 
they expound all our Profeſſions into diſſimulation and falſehood. 

end. Whether you will believe us, (that ſurely are better acquainted 

4 our own hearts, then thoſe that revile and traduce us) or our 


with niations ; We cannot tell, but we promiſe our ſelves much from 
your 
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your Generoſity, Fuftice, and Grandeur. We expect no great belief 
from the raging Furieſo, and the railing He#ors. We have no hopes 
to be believed by the Foaming, Raving Perſecutors. Burt we have 
ſome confidence, that thoſe Sons of the Church, both among the Gen- 
try and Clergy, that partake in the Chriſtian Nature and Temper, Wall 
gain ſome Faith toour Profeſſions and Afrrmations. 


——_———— 


CHAP. IV. 


The Diſſemters Reſolutions. 
SECT: n.: 


T, E will endeavour to-walk in all good Conſcience towards Gods 
and towards Men. If we may not be permired,' to Wor- 

ſhip God in our Publick afſe-blys, we will do it as we can, for we 
may not ceaſe all Werſhip of the Deity, what ever it Colts us. When 
the Cwrcbes of Ged, were perſecuted, in the Primitive, and more Mo. 
dern Ages of the World, and could not havethe Liberty of Worſhip. 
ping their Maker,and Redeemer at Stated Times and Places, tiey Wor- 
ſhipped him as they could , in Woods and Groves, in Vaults and 
Gretes, in Charnel Houſes, and Sepulchers of the Dead, and herein we 
ſha!l follow their Example. If we may not ſerve God, and Build up 
. oneanothers Faith and Godlineſs,.: Where, and when we would, we will 
do it, where and when we can. | , 

2. We will worſhip him in-our Families by Reading, and. Hearing 
bs Word,by Sanctifying, his Sabbaths, and calling upon his Name. We 
Read in the Scriptures of Churches in private , Houſes, whether there 
were no other Perſons, Members of thoſe Churches, but the Mem- 
bers of thoſe Families We will not fay (tho we judg rhe contrary 
moſt probable) but this we Will Say and Doalſo, we will forme our 
Families as much after.the likeneſs of Churches, as we are able, we 
will perforqpe all thaſe A#s of Worſhip in them, that Lawfully, and 
 Juſtifiably we may. 

* 3. But eſpecially, and peculiarly, we will Adore him in ous Cloſets, 
Priveſies, and Retirements. We will Proſtraze our ſelves before his 
Foot-Qtgal , and power. our our Souls unto him. We will review our 
lives, and enquire into the Errors, and diſerders of them, we have 
reaſon to ſuſpect that all is not well. God doth nor afiit willingly, 
nor gretve the Children of Men. We will ſearch out thoſe:Sins, that 
have provoked the Devine Indignation againit us, we will confe(s,, 

F Humble, 
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' Humble, - and 'abafe . onr- ſelves beſore him, we will his Pardon, 
hate he will not refuſe us. We will get God VE ſide if we 
can.” Duien a Dios tiene, todas las coſas tiene, y Luien a Dios no tiene, 
vinguma' co{a tiene. He that hath God hath every thing, and hethat 
hath not God hath nothing. | 
4. As we Will rake careof being Pious to God, ſo we will be careful 
to. be juſt, and Righteous towards all Men. We will outrage no Mans 
Perſcn, we inquire noMans Eſtate, Reputation, Name, or Honour, but 
by the Grace of God, we will give to every one his Due. In breif we 
will Love our Neighbours, as our ſelves, and Love is the fulfilling of the 
Law. 

5- In the condutt of our own Converſations, we ſhall obſerve the 
Laws of Prudence, Temperance, and Sobriety, we will have no Com- 
mmicn in the Licence, & Luxury of the Age;God hath made us Mey, 
and we will not Live as Beaſts, he hath given usreaſenable faculties , 
and we will not abandon our ſelves to the condudct of our ſenſes. We 
have been Raptiſed into the-. Chriſtian Covenant, and we will not Live 
like Heathens , Infidels , andfuch as are manifeltly Hypecrites, and 
Hpoſtates from it. 

6. The Grace of God, that bringeth Salwation, hath appeard unto all 
Men, Teaching us, that denying all Ungodlineſs, and; Weldl Luſts , we 
- ſbould Live. Righteouſly, Scber[y, and Godly, im tha preſent World. This 


Doftrine we have been Taught and Learnt, and this we purpoſe, by 


Gods help, to Exemplitie in our Life. 
Sett. 2. 
1. We will preſerve ryue Faith, and Allegiance to our Prince. . We 


will never depart from the Duty weowe hum, whatever Prowecations, . 


injury , and wrongs .We may receive from his Servants, and Offi- 
cers. We have fo great an Opinionof his Clemency and Goodneſs, that 
we can never impute any of the Severities, that are exerciſed'orius 
to his choice, Or inclinations, if he knews any thing of them, or give 
any conſent unto them,' we muſt aſcribe it to thoſe Evil Charatters , 
that are moſt impicuſly given of 'us, and that .Ferce thats put upon 
his Reyal Di/poſirions. For tis moſt certain, that the Subject, bien Sou- 
went Sentoit du mal per lamain des Servitenrs, encore qu” 4l n'y euſt quie Þi- 
en au caur du Maiſtre, doth oftentimes Sutter ill from the Hands of 
Servants, when, the Maſter or Prince means them no Evil in the 
World. | 
2. If we Suffer, we will zake care that we do not doit, as Ew 

Doers, and if we Sutter for well doing, we ſhall have the Apporbation 


of God, and our Conſciences, and the ſupport of an mmocent and upright 


mind, 


4c 7 ACRES Ca_ Ore a 


(77) 
wind, things in onr opinion LL valuable, than Crowns and Sep- 
'sers» We may be prety well able to bear the rage and fury of Spire- 
foal and malignant Perſecutors, whillt our Cexſcrerces acquir u$,and 
.we have the /apport of God; !' if Conſcrence charge us with gxelt,and 


. God depart away from us . muft fall under cheir 1ndz7 narzons, and 


utterly fink under the &urden and weight of it. | 
3. AFcw wes” ::emies, are more cligible than thoſe that are ma- 
ny and might» A, tioſe that Perſecute us, are a few poor 4mpotent nor- 
eals ;th:% uſt die and rot in the ſame common Exrth with our ſelves; 
?,uc God and Conſcience are powerful and mmortal, and tho they be 
not numerically many, they are efefually more then all the World. 
Perſecutors nyay deſtroy the Body, but God can d:ffroy Body and Soul 
nd caff-both into Hell. Perſecutors may afflidt the outward Aſn, bur 
Qonſeience.like aVulter,preys upon theSoul,to its unſpeakable angurfh. 
4. If we may not have leave to ſerve God after our own way, with 
"the approbation,or at leaſt the Conniverce of the Government & Laws, 
' we ſhall not endeavour to proſecute it, by any «nlawful Attempts 
ethods, If we be Proſecuted for worſhipping the Great God,and 
our Lord Feſw Chriſt, ina manner alittle 4iFerent from the Conſti- 
tutions of the Church,tho not from the appointments of Chriſt Feſ'ts ; 
we will bear it, and commit our ſelves to him that judgeth uprightly. 
' Magni vias, & potentes ſtmel ulliſcuntur propriss wlribug : probet. & 
3nnocente ipſe Deus; 'The great and the mighty revenge themſelves, 
but God avengeth the juſt and the innocent,ſaith Cardor,and to him 
we leaveit. We will be no Rebels however we may be reported, 
or defamed. We will behave our ſelves, as it becometh the Religion 
of the holy Fe/#s, however we be treated by our Enemies, We will 
give demonſtration ( as we have done allſo' alrealy ) that diſſent in 
tome things from the Eſtabliſt®d merhods of Divine Worſhip,is con- 
ſiſtent with unſpotted Loyalty, & que ce ne ſont choſes encomportibles _ 
| Peſtre bon Hugenot, & bon ſu5jeFt tout enſemble,and that (toſ peak in 
© our Engliſh Dialect ) *ris not impoflibte to be a good Subje& ant a 
*Diſlenrer both together. | SECT. ». WJ +: 
1. We will patzently bear what is thought fic to be [aid upon us x 
for tho we do not'know that we have deſerved thoſe Scverir;es from 
the hands of en, that have been, and may farther be i»fli#cd upon 
'vs; yet we are ſure we have deſerved them all, and much more frotn 
the Hands of Grd. You are but The Rod in the Haxd of God, and tho 
'yoy may be unjuſt in perſecuting and fitter us, yet be is juſt In 
 permitring you ſo to do. Abſalomwas® Rebetin;taking Arms againſt 
his Father and his Prince, but God was _y j«ft in permitting ly 
Punifh- 
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Puniſhment for his Fathers Sins. + que Dien wait point de part 
aux defſeins des mechans & des meurtriers$,il preſide ſur t oug leurs con- 
feils, & ſur tous leurs enterpriſes, & il I-s dgrage par ſon ador able pro= 
vidence, Although Gcd have no hank. in the defigns of the miſ- » 
chievous and martherers, he preſides ove. all their Courfels and 
Enterpriſes, and Governs them by an adorable providence. ( Dre- 
lirconrt in his Charitable Viſits, Part 3. p-. 237. - 

2. The Phyſitian makes uſe of the glutronous Appe:i:e of Leeches, 
and Magiſtrates make uſe of the barbarousand inhumane YuCuiwr of 
H2ngmen and Exeextioners,and God makes uſe of the ſerene rageand 
malice of Perſecutors. 11 s'e ſert OPune facon admirable, He lerves 
himſelf of them after an admirable manner ; ſometimes for the Ca- 
ſtigationof his People, ſometimes for their try«l, ſometimes for their 
+ nanny and ſometimes that he may take them away from the 
et; tocome. Beſides, we are all mortal, & il importe pen par quelle 
main neſtre corps ſoit porte par terre, pourveu que noſtre ame en ſortant 
de ce co: p*\ ſoit porte par les Anges au Parady celefe, And it matters not 
much. by what hand our Boazes be ſent to the Grave, provided that 
our Sul, when it goes thence, be conveyed by Angels into the Hea» 
venly Paradiſe, | 

3. Bnt this is no j#ſtification of thoſe that Perſecute ns, or excuſe 
of their Sin and Wickedneſs. TheScribes and Phariſees,and Rulers of 
the Jews did nothing, but what was according to the Determinate © 
C:ynſcls 2nd parpoles of God, but they were barbaroxs murderers 
for all that, tor they did not put him to dea:h, to ſerve the purpoſe 
and d-creeof God, but to fatisfie their own ſpite and revenge.. And 
we are f mera confident, that thoſe that «ffi and proſecute us, will 
prove Perſecutors at the laſt day, notwithſtanding they do thereby 
nothing, but what accompliſhes the Counſels of God. For we do be- 
lieve, that their ends and Gods are not the ſame therein. God does 
it to bumble and reform us, to wean us from the World, 2nd to fix 
our hearts on Heaven, They do it to f(atisfie their 2varice, their 

revenge and Serpentine hatred of all Religion and Goalineſs, 
©. 4+ Wehope this free and open declaring of our judgment and Re- 
folutions, ſhall not be improved to our diſadvantage, and that be- 
cauſe we avow a purpoſe of patiext Submiſſion, that therefore our 
barthens ſhall be encreaſed. e hope it ſhall never be ſaid, that 
ſince they make ſuch profeſſions of their determinations, to ſuffer what 
isimpofed upon them, we will try them efe&#«aly. They ſball have 
"burthen enough. We have read of Ful;ar, that when the Chrift;ans 
complained of the tnjuries, and oppreſlions they ſuffered from his 
| Officers, 


— 


_<@7 

Officers, he told them they were þ KAT to bear them, for ſach wag 
the Commandment of their God. He excuſed the outrages that were 
offered to them, by telling them the Laws of their Religion,made ic 
their dry to endure them. But we hope his at#-ons ſhall never be 
drawn into example. We truſt we ſhall never be oppreſſed, and 
our complaints anſwered by ſaying, You have promiſed patient ly to 
bear wehat may be impoſed upon you. _. 
. $. Wemillrather belive that our Reſolutsons of Patience and Sub- 

miſron, ſhall be our Protection againſt all Injuries, Yrolence, and Op- 
preſſion. The Humble, the modeſt, and the Peaceable, ſhould (we 
think) be treatcy with Kindneſs and Favour, when thoſe only that 
are Srwbborn and Rebellious, ſhould beuſed with Rigenr. 

But be the Ive and Event of theſe our Reſolutions for Patience 
and Submiſſion, what they will ; the PraQtice of it is our Duty, and 
that we moſt take care of, while the Event and Efe# thereof ts un- 
der the Providence and Diſpoſal of Heaven, and appertains to Gog. 
We are obliged co obey the Divine Commandments ;, and io obſerve 
the Laws of Patience, Self-denial, mortification, Heavenly-minded- 
neſs, Contempt of the things that Periſh, and others of the /ke 
nature ; but whether the performance of them turn us to any 4d- 
vantage in this World, isa thing that we cannot k»ow, nor muſt not 
determine, "tis ſuflicient that they will be rewardable in that which 
is to come, and if we find it nat here; (as weſeldomdo) we will 


hope for it hereafter, 
SECT. 4: 


x. We will endeavor to make ſome advantage by our Aﬀlitions 
and Calamities. Phyſitzans make uſetoLA.dicines,and Extratts out of 
things of Yenomous and Aalignarnt Nature,& there is almoſt nothing 
ſo Yile and 24/chievous, which they do not turn to uſe, and Improve 
to the benefir of Man. The Fleſh of Yipers is an ingredient in that 
excellent 7reacle that expels Poyſon;and is of uſe in invetcraieHeac- 
aches, Peſtilential, and maxy other Diſeaſes. Quick: fulver (i thing 
ſufficiently noxious in its own Nature)after due preparation,becomes 
uſeful in many Defempers, and where other things have failed, has 
hath been ſucceſsful. ' 

2. Since our Goods and Eſtates are taken from us, and we are not 
permitted the Exjoymene and Poſſeſſion of thera ; we will endeavour. 
. to lay upour Treaſares in Heaven, where no Tozeves or Robbers can 
Rifle, Plunder, or deprive us of chem. We will do all the good that we 
can» whilſt we are bere below, and thereby lay in a good Foundation 


againſt the World ro come, and what is taid up there we ſhall got dow#r 
oo lk [te 
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to enjoy ;/ for though we may be Onrraged, Spoiled, and Pillagea,till 
we come to the very Gates of that bappy State, we ſhall kno; 7e ſuch 
things when oace we are entred there, 5 | 

3. If we be laid in Goals, and denyed the Liberty of converſing: 
wich our Friends, we will fill up our leiſure, and, imploy our Ya-* 
cancies in the Converſation of Ged; if we may not be permitted the 
Svciety of the Saints that are, uponE+r'th,we will entertain our ſelves 
in the Commenion of thoſe thatare in Heaven ; thovgh our Bodies be 
under reſtraint, our Afinds will be at- Liberty, and with them we 
will aſcend on 3h, and make our approaches -to #he' City of the 
Living God,the Heavenly Feruſalem, and to the innumerable Compuny” 
of Angels, to the general aſſembly, and Church of the firſt born, to God" 
the Fudg of all, and to the Spirits of juſt Men made perfech,” Erfs cor 
zncludiiur, erſi earo detinetur, omnia Spiritui Patent. Though Ac 
Body be ſhut up, and the Fleſh under Bonds, all things Ilye-open to 
the view and Conſideration of the Soul. Terrallian, in L:b; ad Har: 
tyres. 

4, When we are reviled, and defamed by the blackeft and moſt 
5rfamou irputations; when we are compared with Highland, and 
border thence, when we are ſaid to have made equel DefeCtions from 
Primitive Chriſtianity with the Papi/#s, when we are reported to 
Proſtitute d«yly, the. moſt Sacred Rires of Religion, to ſerve our 
Stealar jntereſts,and are ſaid to bea Seandalto the Chriſtian Name, 
we will atisfie our ſelves in the Teſtimony of our Conſcxences, and 
the approbation of God: We know theſe things to be Groſs, and 
LVotorie falſez, and therefore, when they are reported of us, we 
rejoice, hoping that eur reward will be great in Heaven. IUlud maledi- 
Cum contemnendum eſt, quad beatitudinem creat; quod falſo tna- 
Jedicentis ore producutar. Jerome in loco, Our Lord Jeſns was reputed 
a Wine bibber, a Friend of Publicans and Sinners, a Magician and an 
Enemy to Ceſar; the Primitive Chriſtians were reported: to have ' 
worſhipped the Head of an Aſs, they were accuſed of Inceſt, Adul- + 
try, Eating the Fleſh of Children, and other things of like Nature, 
a$ may be ſeen in Tertwllian, Ainxtins, Felix, and other of 'the An- 
cients;and if our Saviewr and the moſt Eminent of his Servants were - 
thus repreached, and belyed, we ſhall rejoyce in the Fellowfhip of 
their S»ffersngs and Reproaches, and in the hopes of Participaeion | 
with them in their reward, and glory. | 

5. We are accounted and called the Pefts of the Nation, we are- 
thought nnworthy to Live in the Land of ourVativity,we will there- ' 
fore endeayoyr to prepaxe our ſelves for Heaven, and do hope, chat 
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if we'/beexiled from hence, we may be received and:admitted there? 
Our caſe were-very ſad, if thoſe'that Pzrſecate us were Lords of the 
o-htr World; in the ſame 'manrer, Degree; and Meaſure, that they 
arc'of ths. We might then expect as little Favour there as here. 
Burt bleſſed be the God of Heaven, thoſe that may baniſh us from 
our Houſes, Lands, and Conntry, cannot keep us from the Hoſe of 
God, nor from an Inheritance in the Heavenly Canaan. | 

6. And ſceing we &n find np juſtice, at-the 7 ribwnals of Men,we: 
will appeal to that of God, who will judg, the World #n righteouſneſs 
by the. Man that h: bath Oxdained. And he is 4 Judg that accepteth. 
not Perſons, nor taketh rewards. And it will be time enough to be 
wen declared [nnecent, and have Sentence paſs in our Favear, and. 
we belieye too timely and ſoon for our Enemzes, and ſuch as injure 
and oppreſs us, In the mean time, we will quietly, wait the ap- 
»,,23ch of that greae Day, that will fer all things at Rights, and give. 
unto all Men as th: works fhallibe, ſoftly, and Calmely, ſaying, 
zometimes am..:!t our Afflictions,- &ow long Lord, bow lon ? 

Seth. $.-+ 

1- We will hope for deliverance out of our Afiiftions in Gods 
die time. WhenGod will deliver us>we do not pretei.. 19 know,nor 
iSit our intereſt, or advantage to be acquainted therein but thug. 
much we think we may 'ſafely ſay, concerning it, when God ſhall 
have purged out our Drofs and taken away our Tin,and when our Ene- 
mies and Per ſectors fhall-have filled up the Meaſure of their iniqui= 
tres, God will come down and deliver us, And truly could we encreaſe- 
in Holineſs, Humility, Heavenly mimndedneſs;Aortification, contempt 
of the World, Love to God,'and Man, and all other the Fruits of 
the Spirit, as faſt as they do in Malice, Spight, Enty Rage, Oppreſſion, 
Injuſtice, Hatred of God, and all good Hen, with other the works of 
the Fleſh, we might reaſonably hope that'the Evil Day would not 
be of any long Duration. | WAW 

2. As we do not know when God will deliver us,. neither do we 
know: by. wbat means or Infiriuments, he will accompliſh it, nor have 
we any anxious thouzhts about it, we know Gods Arm is n8t ſhortned 
that it cannot-Save, nor his Ear heavy that it cannot Hear, God never 
wants Means to accompliſh his aw? Connſels,when the fulneſr 08 time- 
is come, he can make thoſe that are our greateſt, Enemes, either 
with or beſidestheir intentions, the A:ftraments of our-Redemprtion 
and Deliverance. In the Reign of Charles the Fifth,the German Pro- . 
teſt ants were lamentably outrazed & oppreſſed ; he employed all the 


Power of Spain, Italy, and Germany, for their Ruin, he beat them 
IR.., 
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if fnany B *trels,took the Hrads and Frincipal Perſons of thatPerſwae. 
ſion Priſoners,8nd bad Reduced themto that cond4207, that only the 
City of Magdebareh ſtood out, and made oppoſition to his Arms. 
In conclufivngthoſe that afliſted to ſpoil and deſtroy them, formed a 
confederation againſt him,by means whereof ſome Liberty was gran- 
ted to them, for the Exerciſe of their Religion, and a Period put to 
their A:ſeries and Calamitzes 3 at leaſt in good degree and meaſure. 
For this,thoſe that pleaſe may conſulg S/e:den Þn his Comentaries, 

3 ?Tis poſlible that thoſe that now Per ſecute us,with ſo much rage 
and indignation, may calm and fnoderate their paſſions, and put on 
ſome bowels of compaſſion rowards us. St. Pal was 'as ſerious a 
Zealot as moſt of them. He ſhut up many of the Saints in Prifon, ba- 
14nrreceived Authority from the chief Prieſts; and when they were put 
to Death, he gave his voice againſt them. . He puniſhed them oft in every 
Synagogue, ind compelled to Blaſphrme, and being exceeding mad ar 
Sainſ them, he Perſecuted them to ſtrange Citic . Videte iFurr drum, 
una voce Domini ex Perſecntore faltum predientor/m. Behold this Man, 
by one word of God, of a Per ſecuter, made a Preacher, Auguſt, in 
homilia ſexta. Tom. * >, ory | 

4. This is but one of thoſe many ways, that lye open to the view 
of that God,whoſe «nder ſtanding « infinite, by which we may bede- 
livered. It becomes us not to preſcrobe to him), either the time or 
method,ahd means of our deliverance. Let him do it when, and how 
he pleaſes ; we will hope for it, and with Patrence and R:ſ7/nation, 
expect'it in his time,and whenever it comes, we will receive it thank- 
fully and give him all the praiſe of it. And-if we ſhould ever live'to 
{ee that time, we will love God and Rcligiodn never the leſs,remem- 
bring that the Capt ain of onr $.clvation was made prr feft by ſufferings, 
and that if any Man will live godly in Chriſt Feſus, he mutt [aff er Per- 
ſecat ions, Populus Diabol, oem poprilum Chriſti; dum adulters per- 
ſequuntur Caſtos,infeſt antur ſobr i05 ebrioſihomilibus inſidiant ur ſuper - 
bi;benignos invidulirgos cxpids, & eos qui manſuetadinem vel patrenttd 
retment, affligere non-definunt s-acunds, Auguſt, Tom. 10. p.777. 

ECT. 6. \ 

Whilſt our Afi:;9ns5 continue,we will hope that our Swpports and 
Conſolations ſhall continue ; and if the one abound, we will hope that 
the other ſhall abownd alſo. Hitherunto God hath helped us ; he hath 
been with us in Priſens, and in Dangeons we have had experience of 
the /iphr of his Cotntenance. Plus m tarcere Spiritus acquirit, quam 
amittst Caro, Qur Bodily loſſes have been abundantly compentuted 
by the Spiritual advantages that we have found thete. Dominus glo- 
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- yjam ſuam diſcipulis ſuis 3n ſolrtudene demonſtravit;Our Lord revealed' 


his Glory to his Dilciples in ſolidute,faith Terralian,and ro us bath 
he com municated of his Holy Spirit in Goals and Reſtraints. {1oc 
preftat carcer Chriſtiano, quod eremns Prophets ; A Priſon is of the 
ſame uſe to a Chriſtian, that a Wilderneſs was to the Prophets. 
Anfecramus carceris nomen,y ſecuſſum vocemuz. Let us not call it a 
Priſon, bur a place of Privacy and Receſs, in which we are at let- 
ſare to eonver/e with God, and where we do never fail co and him- 

2. We have ſuffered with Joy the /poiling of our Goods, we have 
ſeen oor Houſes rifled, and the Utenfils and Fu-nzrwre of themtaken 
from us, by «nmerciful and cruel Men ; and all this wich a calm and 
unciſturbed Mind. We have, and do remember, tha: our Lord Je- 
[1s had not where to lay his bead ;, and we do not think it very likely, 
thiac our Perſecutors will leave us meaver then the Son of God; who for 
our /akss ©,c4m* moor, that we through bis poverty might be rich; and! 
when we do Cul rand © Vtheſe things 10 mind, we doeafily per- 
mit the Spozlers to Plunder and lmpor. - -/!; us, rejoycing in being 
made conformable to our Lord: t M 

3. If God ſhall think fir to add to onr BiFrners, we ſhall hope 
that he will add fo our Strength ;, and if our CalemiFFes do encreaſe 
vpon-uswe ſhall verily believe that he will alſo add to the nature and 
quality of our Foys. If we muſt paſs through the Rivers and Waters, 
we do not doubt, but that God will take care that they ſhall not ow, rfiow 
us ; If we muSF walk throuzh the Fire, we will truſt in God that we ſhall 
wat be burnt, nor ſhall the Flame kindle 14Þ07 NS. If the Majeſty of Fea- 
ven will be with us, and, Comfort and Smpport us. in our Aﬀitions, 
( and we have no reaſanto diſtruſt him ) we ſhall have no cauſe to 
compl4n of the greatneſs or weight of the m A134 quiero ſer atomenta- 
do 6n elproſunde del infierns, temendo tu divina gracia, que gotar de ty 
gloria con tu offenſ1.1 hzd rather.be tormented in the loweſt Hell with 
the $7viour, than enjoy 2 the Glory of Heaven with the offence 
and Cifpleaſure of Gcd, ſays a devout Sperzard. 

| SECT.-7 

1, We will Zove and Pray for our Exemnes, this was commanded 
and exemplified by our Sauter; He prayed for thoſe that Murdered 
him, ſaying, Father forgive them, theytkyow not what they do 5, we ſhall 
endeavour to imitate him therein, Amzens diligere omnium eſt inimicos 
folorum Chriftianorum. AlltwenTevethar Fgends, but *is peculiar 
to Chriſtians only to love their Encmies. 7ertxl.ad Scarulam. Delige- 
re inimicos tantum Chriſtianorvm virtus, S. Auguſt. Tolove Enemies 
isa Vertue found only among Chriſtians. And we are of opinion, 

that 
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* that tis iwepeſiberto, be a Chriſtian ont if, ad therefope ach, 
Intereſt as well as our Duty, to hve in the Exerciſe ahd  Pratice of it, and'þ 
Grate 6f God, we firid no great 4iffieulty n.' "When we confiderfibw m 
Hikdred Titents God hath forgiven us, We can 'exfily'remit & fo. to our;-ap 
Perſecut img Brethren, - 1 E | yard a 4 
2. As wedo forgive ail the injuſtice, violence, cruelty and oppreſſion, that they j 

have'exerciſed towards us, ſo we ſhall heartily beg ofGod to remit and forgive it, © * 
and all other Sins that they ſtand guz/ey of before him. It ſhall be our hrarrs deſire 

and prayer, that' none of their eranſoreſſions may riſe tp in judgment againſt them 

to their Condemnation, but that they may recewea ful d:i/cbarge, and abfolution 

of all, and every oneof them. : bu & Luk 

- 3: We will ſuppoſe, they will confe(s themſetves guilty of ns againſt God, but 
- whether they will ackndwledg themſelves faulty in any thing they have*' done a+ | 
gainſt vs,we do not know: Oar Saviour told his Diſciples, that eh9ſe char killed 
' them ſhould thinkethat they did God good ſervice, and "tis not improbable, but that | 

Gur exemies may be 'ofithe ſame opinion; but we have ether apprehenſrons, and * | 
will be bold ta-fay,: thatif thoſe fronts lies. that are reported of us, and thoie 
barbarouz outrages that axecommitted againſt us, and that /Þ;ce and mulscewiiere- 
with they proſecute us, be ſervice to God, 'we know ndt what it {s-t0 Jerve the 
Devil. Perſecution is an invention-of the D&S, 1:5 be; i the great defirer and | 
promoter of it. 'Arhanaſins in Apel. agf5i7 ...oum pag. 9 16. + 

4. We will make one lagant ih 1 on their behalf, and that ſhall be,That 

\ God-will pleaſe-to, | amend their nature and their lives. This we con- 
- ceive will-be. a very uſeful #nd neceflary requeſt, ſeeing St. Paul afficuans that with 
eut  bolineſs no man canſee God, and our, Saviour Saith, that unleſ? a ran be borrref 
God, he cannot enter "#nto the Kingdom of Heaven. We ſhall rejoyce in ther 
Converſation and' Reformation, and be very glad to meet (them iu the Kingdom 
ef Heaven, We exczpt not the very vileſt and moſt miſchievious of our Perlecu- 
tors, who. find onr ſelves under no temptation to wiſh them any evil, unleſs they 
think it an evil tobe truly penitept, that they may be ſaved, which we do wi 
them with all Guchiearfs, Heaven is ſufficiently large to receive” both them"and | 
* 46 that-they and we both Repent, for their Advaintement and - advantage will be 
no prejudice or diminution togur Happineſs and Glory, 7 A-\ 
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>. Ho 2d3 £44 1 RARATA | 
Pac 6. line 7. for ſavor read Favor, and add fuch before ſenſe, 1. 8: for ſearch, 

r. ſecure. p. 13. 1. 3. for inſolent; r. in/olvent. p..25. 1. 2. for Tranſanctions 
r. Tranſgreſſims. lin. penult. for alle! r. atone, Mult of the other Errata's wre 
-@nly literal, which the Reader will eaſtly diſcern. 
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